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Status of State Authorization  

State Status Notes 
Alabama Northwestern does not accept online 

students from Alabama. 
 

Alaska Exempt Recertify before 10/15/15 
Arizona Exempt  
Arkansas Northwestern does not accept online 

students from Alabama. 
 

California Exempt  
Colorado Exempt  
Connecticut Exempt  
Delaware Exempt  
District of Columbia Northwestern does not accept online 

students from the District of Columbia 
 

Florida Our online programs do not fall within the 
jurisdiction for authorization. 

 

Georgia Exempt Recertify before June 30, 2015 
Hawaii Exempt  
Idaho Exempt  
Illinois Exempt  
Indiana Exempt   
Kansas Exempt  
Kentucky Exempt  
Louisiana Exempt  
Main Exempt  
Maryland Northwestern does not accept online 

students from Maryland. 
 

Massachusetts Exempt  
Michigan Exempt  
Minnesota Authorized Renew before May 6, 2015 
Mississippi Exempt  
Missouri Exempt  
Montana Authorized to offer post-secondary degree 

programs 
 

Nebraska Exempt  
Nevada Certified exempt  
New Hampshire Exempt  
New Jersey Exempt  
New Mexico Exempt  
New York Exempt  
North Carolina Exempt  
North Dakota Exempt Renew before July 28, 2015 
Ohio Exempt  
Oklahoma Exempt  
Oregon Submitted preliminary screening form 

6/5/14, no response 
 

Pennsylvania Exempt Through 2015 



Rhode Island Exempt  
South Carolina Exempt  
South Dakota Authorized No time limit noted 
Tennessee Exempt  
Texas Exempt  
Utah Authorized No time limit noted 
Vermont Exempt  
Virginia Exempt  
Washington Authorized for recruiting and promotion. 

Online programs exempt. 
Renew before January 10, 2016 

West Virginia Exempt  
Wisconsin Not exempt Must authorize if we accept a 

student from Wisconsin. 
Wyoming Certified Must recertify before June 30, 

2015 
 

  



Record of Communication 

 
Excel workbook, converted to pdf 

 



Alaska
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/26/2011

Initial Review.  Exemption 
form completed 9/21 and 
given to Jill to have Greg 
Christy sign on Monday, 
September 26, 2011.

Exempt through 
2013

Renew every-other 
year

Must apply for exempt status 
(should qualify).  There is a 
$100 fee.  Must re-apply 
biannually, but there is no fee 
for that.  Requires 
conspicuous statements on 
our website.  Nursing, ed, 
etc., require additional 
approval.  Adjunct in Alaska 
would change us to physical 
presence in the state.  
However, clinicals and 
practicums do not mean a 
physical presence.  

10/3/2013
Submitted renewal 10/03/13, 
approved 10/10/13

Exempt through 
October 15, 
2015

Recertify prior to 
October 15, 15 Email filed



Arizona
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/27/2011 Letter of intent sent

Email received 
9/27/11 
indicating no 
further action is 
required None

No authorization is required 
unless there is physical 
presence.  Private nonprofit 
colleges do not need 
authorization.  Complete a 
letter of intent, they will 
respond with a letter 
indicating no authorization is 
necessary.  Teacher ed and 
nursing do need separate 
authorizations.  Letter of 
intent was completed and 
sent.  Email returned from 
Keith Blachard. No statement 
of exemption or waiver is 
required.

6/3/2013 Reviewed requirements
No further 
action None

Not-for-profit private 
colleges with no physical 
presence do not need to take 
further action



California

Date Event Result
Follow-up 
Required Notes

11/15/2011

Called to verify with the 
Bureau for Private 
Postsecondary Education.  Exempt None

Spoke with Lila Esquivel.  She 
indicated there was 
essentially no difference in 
what we are allowed to do in 
CA if we declare exempt, or if 
we file an application for 
approval to operate an 
accredited institution.  She 
indicated that we do not 
even need to complete the 
application for verification of 
exempt status (fee of $250), 
though some institutions do 
just to get the verification in 
writing.  As long as we 
continue to be accredited by 
the HLC, we are exempt from 
authorization in CA.



5/28/2014 Reviewed requirements Exempt

Per SHEEO on 5 28 14, only 
institutions with a physical 
presence in the state of CA 
are eligible for Bureau 
regulation and oversight.  We 
are also exempt from the 
authorization process based 
on:  
http://www.bppe.ca.gov/law
sregs/ppe_act.shtml#94874
Article 4. Exemptions
94874. Categories of Exempt 
Institutions
94874.1. Non-WASC Regional 
Accreditation
(a) An institution that is 
accredited by a regional 
accrediting agency that is 
recognized by the United 
States Department of 
Education, and is not an 
agency described in 
subdivision (i) of Section 
94874, is exempt from this 
chapter, except Article 14 
(commencing with Section 
94923).
(b) This section shall remain 



Colorado
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/20/2011
Contacted CO Dept of Higher 
Ed through email

Email from 
Heather 
Delange of 
Colorado Dept 
of Higher Ed 
affirming we are 
exempt. Filed.

Review regs 
periodically

No jurisdiction over purely 
online, but authorization 
required for education, 
nursing, etc.  Sent to Heather 
DeLange on 9/20:  Greetings 
from Northwestern College in 
Iowa.  Northwestern, a 
private nonprofit liberal arts 
college with religious 
affiliation, is developing 
online courses and programs 
and would like to be able to 
offer those to students 
located in Colorado.  I have 
reviewed the information 
you provided to the State 
Higher Education Executive 
Officers (SHEEO) regarding 
state authorization.  It does 
not appear there are any 
requirements outside of 
being accredited by an 
accrediting body.  
Northwestern is HLC 
accredited.  Do we need any 
type of letter from you 
granting authorization?  Do 
we need to submit anything 



6/3/2014 Reviewed requirements 

NWC does not 
trigger physical 
presence; we 
are exempt and 
no additional 
paperwork is 
necessary.

Review regs 
periodically

Reviewed these two sources:
http://highered.colorado.gov
/Academics/DegreeAuth/
http://highered.colorado.gov
/Publications/Policies/Curren
t/i-partj.pdf



Connecticut
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

10/5/2011
Emailed Patricia Santoro of 
State of CT for clarification

Received letter 
on 10/24 with 
laws.  NWC is 
exempt. Review regs annually

Sent to Patricia Santoro on 
10/05:  Greetings Ms. 
Santoro-
Northwestern College of 
Orange City, Iowa is a private 
nonprofit liberal arts college 
affiliated with the Reformed 
Church of America.  We have 
been in operation in Iowa 
since 1882, and are 
accredited by the Higher 
Learning Commission of the 
North Central Association of 
Colleges and Universities.  
Recently Northwestern made 
a commitment to develop 
online courses and programs 
to meet the needs of adult 
learners interested in a 
quality Christian education 
but who cannot move or 
commute to Orange City to 
do so.  It is our hope to 
provide opportunities to 
students in Connecticut, and 
to that end we seek 
clarification of your 
authorization process.  I have 



10/24/2011

Received letter with laws 
from State of Connecticut.  
Filed.

NWC is exempt, 
and no letter of 
exemption is 
required. Review regs annually

6/3/2014 Reviewed requirements 

NWC does not 
trigger physical 
presence; we 
are exempt and 
no additional 
paperwork is 
necessary. Review regs annually

Reviewed the following 
sources:  
http://www.ctohe.org/Postse
condary/pdfs/RegulationsLice
nsureAccreditation.pdf
http://www.ctohe.org/Postse
condary/OutsideOfCT.shtml 
In addition to SHEEO



Delaware
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

10/5/2013
Sent email to Wayne Barton 
requesting clarification

Wayne Barton 
emailed the 
following on 
10/13/11:   If 
your institution 
is not 
incorporated in 
Delaware and 
does not have a 
physical 
presence 
(offices or 
classroom) in 
Delaware, we 
do not require 
DOE approval.  
We do ask that 
notify us of 
Delaware 
students 
receiving federal 
financial aid.

Review regulations 
annually



6/3/2014 Reviewed requirements

NWC does not 
trigger physical 
presence; we 
are exempt and 
no additional 
paperwork is 
necessary.

Review regulations 
annually

Internships, externships, field 
experiences, proctored 
exams and tests in DE 
whether we arrange or the 
student arranges mean 
physical presence.



Washington DC
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

12/14/2011

Completed letter with 
responses to ten questions, 
sent to Dorothy Thomas No response

Ten questions located here:  
https://sites.google.com/site
/stateauthorizationnetworko
hio/share-information/region-
a-g

6/3/2014

Emailed 
dorothy.thomas@dc.gov to 
inquire about a possible 
exemption

It appears some are waived 
from fully licensure.  Full 
licensure is involved.  
Requirements for licensure 
are found:
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/defa
ult/files/dc/sites/osse/public
ation/attachments/FINAL%20
CLEAN%20DEGREE%20REGS
%20EFF.%203.18.11.pdf 
Information on distance 
learning providers are here:
http://osse.dc.gov/service/di
stanceonline-education-
programs-inquiries 



Florida
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/21/2011 Email to Max Ketterman

He forwarded 
our email to 
Susan Hood.

Greetings from Northwestern 
College in Iowa.  
Northwestern, a private 
nonprofit liberal arts college 
with religious affiliation, is 
developing online courses 
and programs and would like 
to be able to offer those to 
students located in Florida.  I 
have reviewed the 
information you provided to 
the State Higher Education 
Executive Officers (SHEEO) 
regarding state authorization.  
It appears the Florida 
Commission for Independent 
Education only regulates 
schools with a physical 
presence in Florida, and that 
your agency does not require 
providers of online education 
to be authorized if there is no 
physical presence.  If 
Northwestern College has no 
intention of establishing a 
physical presence in Florida, 
does that make us exempt?  
Do we need any type of letter 

9/22/2011 Email to Susan Hood No response
Inquired about physical 
presence.



11/11/2011 Second email to Susan Hood

Response 
received on 
11/28/11 with 
letter of 
exemption

At the end of September I 
contacted your office 
regarding state authorization.  
You asked the questions 
(below) and my responses 
were sent.  I have yet to hear 
back, and wanted to follow 
up.  Northwestern College 
has no physical presence in 
Florida based on the 
indicators of physical 
presence noted in your 
submission to SHEEO:  
http://www.sheeo.org/statea
uth/AgencyResponses/Florid
a_Commission%20for%20Ind
ependent%20Education.pdf 
Our faculty have no face to 
face contact with Florida 
students within Florida, and 
we do not send a recruiter to 
Florida.  Based on that 
information, can 
Northwestern go forward 
with the understanding that 
we are exempt from state 
authorization in Florida as 
long as our online courses 

11/28/2011
Received letter of exemption 
through email

NWC is 'not 
under  
jurisdiction' 
because we 
have no physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually



6/4/2014 Reviewed requirements

NWC does not 
need to 
authorize unless 
we establish 
physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

Be careful of physical 
presence triggers including 
college-initiated internships 
and recruiting



Georgia
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

12/14/2011
Submitted letter of non-
engagement

1/3/2012

Received letter of exemption 
from the Nonpublic 
Postsecondary Education 
Commission Exempt for 2012 Renew annually

12/4/2012
Submitted letter of non-
engagement

12/19/2012

Received letter of exemption 
from the Nonpublic 
Postsecondary Education 
Commission Exempt for 2013 Renew annually

11/4/2013
Submitted letter of non-
engagement



6/4/2014
Emailed Dr. Carl Camann to 
request letter of exemption

Adam Hawk 
responded and 
said we needed 
a new notarized 
letter

Greetings from Northwestern 
College in Orange City, Iowa.  
Northwestern pursued and 
received exemption in 
Georgia to offer online-only 
courses and programs in 
2012 and 2013.  A recent 
review of our records shows 
that though we sent a letter 
of non-engagement in early 
November of 2013, we have 
not received the 
confirmation letter that has 
typically followed.  Would 
you please review our case 
and let me know if we need 
to provide anything further? 

6/16/2014

Updated the letter with 
today's date, gave it to Jill 
who will notarize when Greg 
signs

6/24/2014
Sent notarized letter to Dr. 
Carl Camann

7/8/2014

Received letter of exemption 
from the Nonpublic 
Postsecondary Education 
Commission

Exempt through 
June 30, 2015



Hawaii
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/21/2011 Initial review of requirements
Exempt due to 
accreditation

Review regulations 
annually

Hawaii does not approve or 
authorize any accredited 
postsecondary institutions.

6/4/2014 Reviewed requirements

NWC does not 
trigger physical 
presence; we 
are exempt and 
no additional 
paperwork is 
necessary.

Review regulations 
annually

Physical presence is having a 
physical location in the state 
of any kind, for any purpose.



Idaho
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/21/2011 Initial review of regulations Exempt Review regs annually

The Idaho State Board of 
Education (SBOE) does not 
currently require any 
institution lacking a physical 
presence inside the state to 
register. After July 1, 2011, 
online-only schools, 
recruiting agents, 
practicum/internships, 
supervised clinicals, etc, are 
no longer considered 
'presence' for the purposes 
of registration. Only 'brick & 
mortar' classroom or 
business office operations 
will be considered presence 
for registration.

5/28/2014 Reviewed regulations Exempt Review regs annually
Same statement as above 
continues to apply.



Illinois
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

11/11/2011

Submitted Distance 
Education Programs Online 
Request form:  

Form found here:  
http://www.ibhe.org/ODA/di
stanceEd/printApp.asp?O=00
188300&R=248 

12/22/2011

Letter received from Bob 
Blankenberger, Deputy 
Director.  Filed.

Exempt, we do 
not reach 
physical 
presence 
triggers Review annually

5/28/2014 Reviewed regulations

Exempt, we do 
not reach 
physical 
presence 
triggers Review annually



Indiana
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/21/2011

Submitted letter requesting 
exemption to Dir of 
Accreditation and Regulatory 
Compliance Sent to Ross Miller

11/11/2011 Email follow-up to Ross Miller

He indicated 
through email 
our letter was 
not received Resent letter 11/11/11

After a phone call with you 
on September 21st, I mailed 
the letter you requested 
regarding Northwestern 
College’s accreditation and 
lack of physical presence in 
Indiana.  We hope to be 
exempt from state 
authorization, and allowed to 
offer Indiana residents an 
opportunity to take our 
online courses.  I have not yet 
received a response to our 
letter, and am therefore 
following up.  Do you require 
any additional information 
from us to proceed?

12/19/2011
Letter of exemption from 
Ross Miller

Exempt based 
on their 
interpretation of 
our status as a 
Bible college

Review regulations 
annually



6/4/2014 Reviewed regulations.  

Indiana updated 
their SHEEO 
report 4/24/14 
to note 
procedures for 
out-of-state 
nonprofit are 
under 
development.  I 
am unable to 
find anything on 
their CHE site. Review in August, 2014

"Postsecondary credit 
bearing proprietary 
educational institution….(b) 
The term does not include 
the following….(6) Out-of-
state public and nonprofit 
degree granting institutions 
offering instructional or 
educational services or 
training in Indiana."
http://www.in.gov/legislative
/ic/code/title21/ar18.5/ch2.p
df



6/4/2014
Emailed Ross Miller for 
clarification.

Mr. Miller

Greetings from Northwestern 
College in Orange City, Iowa.  
Northwestern is a private non-
profit Christian college 
accredited by the Higher 
Learning Commission.  In 
2011 we received a letter 
from your office affirming 
that we would not be 
required to authorize in 
Indiana because of the 
religious nature of our 
institution.  In a recent 
review of your policies, I 
believe this may need to be 
clarified.  Though 
Northwestern is a distinctly 
Christian college, we offer 
programs online that are not 
strictly religious in nature.  

My question stems from this 
definition, located in your 
regulations:  “Postsecondary 
credit bearing proprietary 
educational 



6/4/2014
Spoke with Ross Miller on the 
phone

He requested a 
hard copy letter 
indicating our 
programs have 
faith 
integration.  
He will exempt 
us based on 
that, as a Bible 
college.

6/16/2014

Sent letter to Ross Miller, 
Director of Accreditation and 
Regulatory Compliance

7/1/2014

Received letter from 
Commission for Higher 
Education

We must 
complete 
application for 
Initial 
Authorization - 
No Physical 
Presence

When we accept our first 
student from IN, complete 
this form:
http://www.in.gov/bpe/files/
Initial_Authorization_-
_No_Physical_Presence_V15
%281%29.pdf
There is a $2000 fee, so I'm 
not going to file this until we 
actually have a student from 
Indiana.



8/18/2014

Sent follow-up email to Ross 
Miller asking to clarify 
whether we would be given 
exemption 
as a Bible college based on 
the phone call from 6/4/14.

8/21/2014

Received exemption from 
Indiana Commission for 
Higher Education Exempt Review regs annually



Kansas
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

10/5/2011

Email to Crystal Puderbaugh 
with responses to 
questionairre 

10/11/2011
Response received from 
Crystal Puderbaugh

Exempt until we 
trigger physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

Exempt until/unless we:  
significantly increase its 
Kansas enrollments, decide 
to direct market to Kansas 
residents (including email 
campaigns to Kansas 
teachers), or hire faculty that 
reside and teach within 
Kansas, we ask that you 
contact our office to begin 
the process of applying for a 
Certificate of Approval. 
Please note, Kansas statutes 
also require your institution 
be approved to operate 
should its programs require 
an externship, internship, 
mentorship or clinical be 
completed in the state of 
Kansas.



6/4/2014 Reviewed regulations

Exempt until we 
trigger physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

According to the following 
quote from SHEEO, which 
was updated in May of 2014, 
we continue to be exempt 
based on our letter from 
10/2011:  "If an online school 
is engaging in activities that 
indicate they are “operating” 
in Kansas, they will be 
required to obtain a 
certificate of authority. Lack 
of physical presence alone 
will not exempt a school from 
compliance with state law, if 
the facts indicate that the 
school is soliciting students in 
Kansas or otherwise 
operating in Kansas. The 
review to determine 
application of Kansas statutes 
to such online programs is 
fact specific and utilizes tests 
typically associated with 
“long-arm jurisdiction” 
principles. On the other hand, 
a purely “passive” program 
will not usually be subject to 
Kansas authority."



Kentucky
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

10/7/2011

Submitted letter to Director 
of Postsecondary Licensing 
requesting exemption

Sarah Levy, Council on 
Postsecondary Licensing

10/14/2011
Confirmation email, affirming 
exemption in Kentucky

Exempt based 
on physical 
presence 
triggers

Review regulations 
annually

Clinicals, internships, student 
teaching are physical triggers

6/4/2014 Reviewed regulations

Exempt based 
on physical 
presence 
triggers

Review regulations 
annually

KY updated SHEEO on 
4/24/14 with exact same 
language that was provided 
to us in the email from 
10/14/11.  It also required 
institutions to verify in a 
letter that they do not have 
physical presence.  We 
already did that in 2011, so 
we should be fine.



Louisiana
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Email to Louisiana Board of 
Regents to clarify 
requirements

Email response 
from Nancy 
Beall

9/22/2011
Email from Nancy Beall with 
policies attached

Review of 
policies 
confirms NWC is 
exempt based 
on physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

"For institutions domiciled 
outside Louisiana, the term 
operate shall mean the 
offering of courses that are 
physically delivered in the 
state of Louisiana and/or 
require clinical experiences in 
the state of Louisiana."  
NOTE: clinicals means any 
site-based learning activity, 
including internships and 
student teaching

6/4/2014 Reviewed regulations

Exempt based 
on lack of 
physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

Be mindful of onsite 
experiences, as noted above.



Maine
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011 Reviewed regulations

No 
authorization 
for online with 
no physical 
presence 
because their 
congress finds it 
unconstitutional 
to interfere with 
interstate 
commerce. 

Adjunct faculty do constitute 
physical presence.  

6/4/2014 Reviewed regulations

No 
authorization 
for online with 
no physical 
presence 
because their 
congress finds it 
unconstitutional 
to (a) interfere 
with interstate 
commerce, and 
(b) police 
beyond state 
borders

Adjunct faculty do constitute 
physical presence.  



Maryland
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

2011

Unfortunately when I 
updated for the 4/14 
communication I removed 
the history in our archive.

4/24/2014

Notice from MHEC regarding 
MD students in online 
programs

Submitted 
verification that 
no MD students 
attend online 
programs

 "In accordance with COMAR 
13B.05.01, we must apply for 
registration within 3 months 
of enrolling the first MD 
student. We understand that 
a financial guarantee is 
required, and that the 
amount of financial 
guarantee shall be five times 
the average total program 
tuition and fee costs payable 
by an individual MD student 
enrolled at the institution."



6/4/2014 Reviewed regulations

We must 
register any 
online program 
where a MD 
student 
registers

This does not prevent us 
from accepting students, but 
will force us through their 
process if any student does.  
Fortunately having an adjunct 
faculty does not constitute 
physical presence; Daniela 
Cambetas-Syed is from 
Maryland.  More information 
here:  
https://www.mhec.state.md.
us/higherEd/acadAff/OOS_O
nline/OOS_Online_Registrati
on.asp



Massachusetts
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011 Reviewed regulations

My notes from that time only 
indicate their policies were 
too large and expensive to 
pursue given the lack of 
students from that state

6/4/2014 Reviewed regulations

Exempt based 
on physical 
presence 
triggers

Review regulations 
annually

As reported to SHEEO on 
4/30/14, "Purely online 
distance education programs 
delivered wholly on line by 
out-of-state institutions 
(without the incorporation of 
the on-the-ground activities 
described above as part of 
the curriculum) are not 
subject to MBHE approval.  
However, out-of-state 
institutions..may fall under 
the purview of the 
board...that 
require...internships, 
externships, clinical 
residencies, mentorships, 
shadowing experiences, 
student teaching 
experiences, etc."



Michigan
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

10/7/2011
Emailed Michael Beamish for 
clarification on policies

10/7/2011

Response from Michael 
included document titled 
Establishing Non-Public 
Postsecondary Education 
Institute in Michigan

Exempt; lack of 
physical 
presence 
triggers

Review regulations 
annually

Establishing a Non-Public 
Postsecondary Education 
Institute in Michigan includes 
the following statement, 
which makes us exempt:
2) Distance Education 
Approval or licensure by the 
State of Michigan is not 
required to provide online 
instruction to Michigan 
residents unless the school 
has a physical presence in the 
state. Physical presence does 
not include conducting 
courses such as internships, 
clinicals, practicum’s, etc.  An 
institution having faculty 
working from the state 
requires approval if the 
institution wishes to 
incorporate or file a 
certificate of authority to 
operate.



6/4/2014 Reviewed regulations

Exempt; lack of 
physical 
presence 
triggers

Review regulations 
annually



Minnesota
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

11/22/2011

Submitted application 
materials to MN Office of 
Higher Education

12/16/2012
Approval of our online 
courses

Authorized to 
offer online 
courses in MN Renew annually

5/10/2012
Confirmation of approval for 
ECIS endorsement

Authorized to 
offer ECIS 
endorsement 
online to MN 
residents Renew annually

12/5/2012

Submitted application 
materials to MN Office of 
Higher Education

1/7/2013 Approval of RN-BSN program

Authorized to 
offer RN-BSN 
program to MN 
residents Renew annually

3/21/2013
Approval of online courses 
and programs

Authorized to 
offer online 
courses and 
programs to MN 
residents Renew annually

6/17/2013

Submitted application 
materials to MN Office of 
Higher Education

6/21/2013
Approval of online courses 
and programs

Authorized to 
offer online 
courses and 
programs to MN 
residents Renew annually



7/11/2013
Approval of analytics 
certificate

Authorized to 
offer analytics 
certificate to 
MN residents Renew annually

4/15/2014

Submitted application 
materials to MN Office of 
Higher Education

5/6/2014
Approval of online courses 
and programs

Authorized to 
offer online 
courses and 
programs to MN 
residents Renew annually



Mississippi
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

12/12/2011

Greg signed a letter to MS 
regarding our online 
programs and lack of physical 
presence

MCCA website:  
http://www.mississippi.edu/
mcca/downloads/federal-
online-ed-requirements.pdf  

3/21/2012

Letter of exemption from 
Mississippi Commission on 
College Accreditation

Exempt based 
on lack of 
physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

Based on this:  "not 
domiciled, incorporated, or 
otherwise located in 
Mississippi"

6/4/2014 Reviewed regulations

Exempt based 
on lack of 
physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

Same language applies, as 
noted on SHEEO site, 
updated 4/28/14



Missouri
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/29/2011 Reviewed regulations

Assume 
exemption 
based on 
legislation

http://www.sos.mo.gov/adru
les/csr/current/6csr/6c10-
5.pdf 
(3) Exemption.
(A) Schools That Shall Be 
Exempt by Statute. The 
following schools, training 
programs, and courses of 
instruction shall be exempt 
from the provisions of 
sections 173.600 to 173.619, 
RSMo and formal application 
for that exemption is waived:  
#4) A not-for-profit religious 
school that is accredited by 
the American Association of 
Bible Colleges, the 
Association of Theological 
Schools in the United States 
and Canada, or a regional 
accrediting association, such 
as the North Central 
Association, that is 
recognized by the Council on 
Postsecondary Accreditation 
and the United States 
Department of Education. 



6/4/2014 Reviewed regulations

Exempt based 
on lack of 
physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

From SHEEO, updated 
5/2/14:  For non-public 
institutions, establishment of 
a physical presence, as 
defined by the Department of 
Higher Education, is 
necessary before distance 
education must be 
authorized.  If we arrange an 
onsite experience in the 
state, that is physical 
presence.  If the student 
does, it is not.



Montana
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Letter to Thomas Gibson, 
Director of Academic 
Processes & eLearning

Must apply as a foreign 
nonprofit to transact 
business in MT

Attached HLC 
documentation, as required

10/3/2011

Letter of authorization from 
State of MT University 
System authorized 

No renewal noted in 
the letter

11/17/2011

Letter to Robert Vander 
Aarde, registered agent for 
NWC in MT

12/20/2011

Submitted application for 
Certificate of Authority to MT 
Secretary of State

1/6/2012

Notification 'certification of 
filing' from MT Secretary of 
State certified

Annual report due each 
year between January 
1 and April 15

1/10/2012

Application for Certificate of 
Authority for a Foreign 
Nonprofit Corporation filed



6/5/2014 Reviewed regulations
continued 
authorization Review annually

As verified on this website, 
we continue to be deemed 
'authorized' in MT by the 
Montana University System.  
http://mus.edu/Qtools/Degr
ees/states_authorized.asp
Comptroller files 
documentation to Secretary 
of State annually.

9/25/2014

Received letter from 
Montana University System 
notifying Northwestern of 
new state authorization 
regulations based on SARA 
membership

Northwestern 
needs to re-
authorize with 
the new form

10/1/2014

Completed the Application 
for State Authorization - For-
Profit/Non-Profit Institutions 
and submitted electronically 
to 
stateauthorization@montana
.edu



11/21/2014

Received email from MT Univ 
System indicating "This letter 
shall serve as formal notice 
that Northwestern College 
remains authorized to offer 
post-secondary degree 
programs in the State of 
Montana."  No end date was 
noted. authorized 

No end date was 
noted.  Unknown.



Nebraska
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011
Letter requesting exemption 
sent to Kathleen Fimple.  

Exempt based on this: Rule 
41 003.01I Not-for-profit 
private colleges, universities, 
and entities which award 
baccalaureate or higher 
degrees, which maintain and 
operate educational 
programs for which credit is 
given, which are in 
compliance with sections 85-
1105 to 85-1111 R.R.S.  "To 
claim an exemption they 
need to send us a letter 
requesting an exemption 
which must fall within the 
exemption rules as stated 
above. We then respond with 
a letter indicating there 
status – exempt or not 
exempt."  

10/22/2011

Received letter of exemption 
from NE's Coordinating 
Commission for 
Postsecondary Education

exempt based 
on physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

Physical presence does not 
include experiences arranged 
for an individual student 
within the state

12/5/2012

Email to Sheila Exstrom from 
DHHS-Licensure Unit-Nursing 
Program requesting 
clarification



12/5/2012

Response verifying no further 
communication is needed to 
offer RN-BSN to NE students

exempt based 
on physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

6/5/2014 Reviewed regulations

exempt based 
on physical 
presence

Review regulations 
annually

NE updated SHEEO survey 
5/8/14, noted institutions 
offering courses and 
programs entirely online with 
no physical presence do not 
need authorization. Physical 
presence does not include 
onsite experiences arranged 
for an individual student.



Nevada
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/20/2011

Submitted Form 100-Online 
Education Certification to 
State of NV Commission on 
Postsecondary Education

9/26/2011 Received signed Form 100

Certified based 
on 5 statements 
regarding 
physical 
presence

Authorization would be 
required if we establish 
physical presence including 
direct advertising or 
solicitation and no part of the 
experience will take part in 
NV.  That includes 
internships, externships, 
clinicals and student teaching 
but does NOT include 
adjunct.    

6/5/2011 Reviewed regulations

Exempt due to 
lack of physical 
presence

Continue to be mindful that 
any experience in the state 
would mean physical 
presence.



New Hampshire
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Requested clarification of 
criteria in email to Patricia 
Edes

9/22/2011
Received email reply from 
Patricia Edes

Exempt from 
authorization 
based on 
physical 
presence

Internships and practicums 
are not exempt

6/5/2014 Reviewed regulations

Exempt from 
authorization 
based on 
physical 
presence

Internships and practicums 
are not exempt



New Jersey
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011
Email to Academic Affairs 
Unit to clarify criteria no response

12/8/2011

Email to 
nj_che@che.state.nj.us to 
clarify criteria

12/8/2011

Received email exemption 
from Iris Duffield of 
che.state.nj.us.

Exempt due to 
lack of physical 
presence Review annually

"Physical presence means 
that an entity offers credit-
bearing courses from or 
conducts some portion of the 
learning experience at a 
location established in NJ by 
the entity, whether 
established directly or under 
the auspices of another 
entity or an institution."



6/5/2011 Reviewed regulations

Exempt due to 
lack of physical 
presence Review annually

Now governed by a different 
structure than in 2011.  
Licensure rules state "(a) Out-
of-State institutions (see 
N.J.A.C. 9A1-5) that wish to 
offer credit-bearing distance 
learning with a physical 
presence in New Jersey must 
first be licensed by the 
Commission, with advice 
from the Presidents' Council, 
to offer specific courses or 
degree programs." (p. 28).  
"Physical presence means 
that an entity offers credit-
bearing courses from or 
conducts some portion of the 
learning experience at a 
location established in New 
Jersey by the entity, whether 
established directly or under 
the auspices of another 
entity or an institution" (p. 5).  
Because we do not trigger 
that physical presence 
requirement, we appear to 
continue to be exempt.
http://www.nj.gov/highered



New Mexico
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/23/2011

Letter to Stephanie Ellis, 
Private & Proprietary School 
Administration, requesting 
exemption

10/11/2011
Completed FY2012 Claim for 
Exemption 

3/16/2012
Received letter of Exemption 
Registration Exempt based on accreditation

Submit yearly update to 
NMHED by July 15, 2012

6/9/2012
Completed FY2013 Annual 
Update

No updated letter, exemption 
assumed

Submit yearly update to 
NMHED by July 15, 2013

6/27/2013

Email question to Diane Vigil, 
NMHED, regarding change in 
FY2014 Annual Update form

6/27/2013
Received email from Diane 
with new legislation

"Regarding distance education 
being offered in NM, if a school 
is strictly offering distance 
education or online education 
with no physical presence 
including 
internships/externships or it 
does not conduct student 
recruiting then currently the 
school will not need to do 
anything."



8/6/2013

Received letter from New 
Mexico Higher Ed Dept 
regarding change in regulations

Because we are strictly online 
with no physical presence and 
do not recruit NM students, 
"we do not need to comply" 
(complete registration). None noted

6/5/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence Review regulations annually



New York
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Email sent to Office of College 
and University Evaluation 
requesting confirmation of 
exemption

9/23/2011
Received email confirming 
exemption from Ellen Zunon

Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

Physical presence can be found 
here:
http://www.highered.nysed.go
v/ocue/ded/policies.html
Clinicals with licensed 
professionals is considered 
physical presence

6/5/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence Review annually

Same physical presence 
triggers remain



North Carolina
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011
Emailed to Maggie Ryan 
requesting exemption

10/10/2011

Received response from 
Maggie Ryan containing an 
attachment of their legislation

NWC determines it is exempt 
in NC due to lack of physical 
presence

"Activities which do not require 
licensure: proctored exams, 
attendance at college fairs, 
adjunct faculty residing in 
North Carolina, and teaching 
an online course."
"Activities which require 
licensure: practicums, clinical 
experiences, and student 
teaching."

6/5/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

Internships/externships are not 
physical presence, but clinicals, 
practicums, field experiences 
and student teaching are.



North Dakota
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Letter to Wayne Kutzer, Dept 
of Career & Technical Ed 
requesting exemption

9/26/2011

Received letter from Debra 
Huber instructing NWC to 
complete Exemption Request - 
Distance Education online

9/29/2011
Submitted Exemption Request - 
Distance Education

12/13/2011 Email from Debra Huber
Exempt from ND Board for 
Career and Tech Ed

3/12/2013 Email from Debra Huber -
Exempt from ND Board for 
Career and Tech Ed Expires July 31, 2013

6/12/2013
Submitted Exemption Request - 
Distance Education

From document "Exemptions 
are effective for a maximum of 
two years, and expire on July 
31st of any legislative year"

8/1/2013
Change in State Authorization 
Governance - per SHEEO

May explain why no response 
was received from 6/12/13 
application

6/3/2013

Due to change in exemption 
system, NWC needed to 
request username and 
password from 
ndus.edvera.com 

6/6/2014

Username: 
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu; 
password ndussams



6/16/2014
Submitted "Initial Inquiry" form 
online through NDUS SAMS

6/23/2014

NDUS routed our initial 
application to Exemption 
Application, requested we 
complete application and 
submit $50

Comment in NDUS-SAMS 
(alerted through email) "I have 
routed your application to the 
Exemption Application.  You 
can log back in and go to the 
"Documents" tab and fill out 
the "Exemption Application."  I 
will complete your review once 
you complete that form and 
send your $50 payment to 
[address]."

6/24/2014

Completed Exemption 
Application online, submitted 
check requisition for $50 
payable to NDUS

7/28/2014 NDUS approved exemption
Exempt from North Dakota 
University System Expires July 28, 2015



North Dakota
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Sent to Shane DeGarmo 
requesting statement of 
exemption

9/28/2011
Received letter from Shane 
DeGarmo with exemption

Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

5/28/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

Authorization only required if 
there is a physical presence 
including 'brick and mortar' 
facilities, if the online program 
has a component that must be 
completed in Ohio (clinicals, 
student teaching, etc.) and for 
for-profits, if it solicits 
residents for its programs.  



North Dakota
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011
Emailed Jose Dela Crus to 
request letter of exemption

11/7/2011

Received letter of exemption 
from Houston Davis, OK State 
Regents for Higher Ed

Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

Be very careful about OK.  Even 
hiring adjunct constitutes 
physical presence.

6/5/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

Internships/externships may be 
arranged by someone in IA and 
not flip their trigger, or 
arranged by the student, but 
no instruction or assessment 
can occur or it means physical 
presence.  Servers in the state, 
adjuncts, recruiting, proctored 
exams, are all physical 
presence.



Oregon

Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/20/2011

Completed Oregon Student 
Assistance Commission Office 
of Degree Authorization 
preliminary screening form No response

12/8/2011

Sent email to Commission 
Office asking about status of 
our screening form

12/8/2011

 Email from Jennifer Diallo - 
Approvals are being processed 
currently and should be 
communicated at the 
beginning of January.

9/30/2013

Received email from Alethia 
Miller indicating they have our 
paperwork from two years ago, 
but no record of their 
response.  I responded that we 
haven't received anything and 
asked how to proceed.

Provides exemptions to online 
programs through accredited 
out-of-state providers, but 
must seek exemption.  Any in-
state person "helping", so 
adjunct, recruiter, etc, 
constitutes physical presence 
so be careful.  All practicums, 
clinicals, etc., constitute 
physical presence.  NOTE:  if 
the program requires 
proctoring, it constitutes "help" 
and therefore needs separate 
approval!



10/29/2013

Alethea Miller responded and 
instructed us to apply, as 
online programs are not 
exempt from the application 
process

Application here: 
http://www.oregonstudentaid.
gov/oda-degree-authorization-
academic-programs-apply.aspx

6/5/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

SHEEO report, updated 5/2014, 
indicated in December 2013 
the ODA's Oregon 
Administrative Rules.  Based on 
that, institutions are exempt if 
they are 100% online and have 
no physical presence, no local 
advertising, and no onsite 
component like an internship 
or clinical.  Based on that, NWC 
is exempt from authorization 
but must submit Preliminary 
Screening Form for Out-of-
State Institutions

6/5/2014

Completed Preliminary 
Screening Form Required for 
Out-of-State Institutions, 
emailed to Alethia Miller



Pennsylvania
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Requested questionnaire to 
determine whether we qualify 
for exemption from 
authorization.  

Used email address:  ra-
collunivseminfo@state.pa.us

9/23/2011

Received questionnaire, 
completed it and sent it to 
Greg for signature

10/13/2011
Mailed completed 
questionnaire  

11/21/2011

Pennsylvania Department of 
Education requested a list of 
the specific programs and the 
degrees to which they lead for 
all of the programs to be 
offered by distance education 
to Pennsylvania students.

11/30/2014
Responded to request from 
Pennsylvania Dept of Education

1/5/2012

Received letter of exemption 
from Pennsylvania Department 
of Education for specific 
courses

Exempt unless approved 
courses trigger physical 
presence

5/31/2012

Received letter of exemption 
from PDE good through July 30, 
2013

Exempt unless we trigger 
physical presence Renew every other year

Physical presence includes 
address, recruiters, instructors 
in PA, advertising in local 
media



10/15/2012

Received letter from PDE 
amending previous exemption; 
we are not prohibited from 
field experiences in PA, they do 
not count as physical presence.

Exemption encompasses field 
experiences Renew in 2013

6/12/2013
Completed and sent renewal 
application

7/12/2013

Received letter indicationg 
"there are no restrictions on 
Northwestern College" on any 
of our online programs

Exempt valid through June 30, 
15 Renew in 2015



Rhode Island
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Email to Rhode Island Office of 
Higher Ed requesting 
statement of exemption no response

12/8/2011
Follow-up to email from 
9/22/11

12/9/2011
Email received from Deanna 
Velletri with their regulations

12/9/2011

Second email received from 
Deanna Velletri indicates we 
are not considered exempt, we 
"just do not need to comply 
because of [y]our lack of 
physical presence."

Essentially exempt due to lack 
of physical presence

6/5/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

Physical presence does include 
recruiters, adjunct, internships, 
clinicals, and proctoring



South Carolina
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Email to Renea Eshleman to 
request confirmation of 
exemption

9/23/2011
Response from Renea 
Eshelman

Exempt based on lack of 
physical presence

Clinicals, practicums and 
student teaching do not count 
as physical presence.  Be 
careful of employing full-time 
or adjuncts; it would 'require 
additional information' if we 
also had students from South 
Carolina in their class.  
Recruiting is physical presence, 
but college fairs are not.    
Can't advertise in local media, 
but can in national media.  

6/5/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt based on lack of 
physical presence

Be mindful of adjunct; this 
would require additional 
clarification



South Dakota

Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/19/2011
Email request to Paul Gough 
for statement of exemption no response

11/16/2012
Regulations changed. Applied 
for certificate of authorization

11/19/2012

Received Certificate of 
Authorization from Secretary 
of State authorized in South Dakota

12/10/2012
Received email with approval 
for RN-BSN from SD BON authorized in South Dakota

2/22/2013 Application for Certificate

2/22/2013

Received Certificate of 
Authorization from Secretary 
of State authorized in South Dakota

Based on "13-48-38 
Continuation of authorization. 
Authorization to provide 
educational programs at 
physical locations in this state, 
once granted by the secretary, 
is continuous so long as the 
postsecondary institution 
continues to meet the 
requirements set forth in 13-48-
37." As found on the SHEEO 
survey.



South Dakota
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Sent email to Nicholas Cook 
requesting statement of 
exemption based on lack of 
physical presence in Tennessee No response

Physical presence is tight here--
a recruiter, marketing, any type 
of clinical, practicum, student 
teaching, externship, 
internship, etc. that is arranged 
by the college.  A faculty 
member from TN DOES 
constitute a physical presence--
no TN faculty or adjuncts.  
College fairs are ok.  National 
media is ok, but not local.  

9/26/2011

On their government website, 
they write:  An institution is 
only required to demonstrate 
upon request from the USDOE 
that state authorization is not 
required. As a result, THEC will 
not issue “Authorization Not 
Needed” letters at this time.  

Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

http://www.tn.gov/thec/Divisi
ons/LRA/PostsecondaryAuth/p
df/Distance%20Education%20A
uthorization%20Requirements
%20-%20Final.PDF

http://www.tn.gov/thec/Divisions/LRA/PostsecondaryAuth/pdf/Distance Education Authorization Requirements - Final.PDF
http://www.tn.gov/thec/Divisions/LRA/PostsecondaryAuth/pdf/Distance Education Authorization Requirements - Final.PDF
http://www.tn.gov/thec/Divisions/LRA/PostsecondaryAuth/pdf/Distance Education Authorization Requirements - Final.PDF
http://www.tn.gov/thec/Divisions/LRA/PostsecondaryAuth/pdf/Distance Education Authorization Requirements - Final.PDF
http://www.tn.gov/thec/Divisions/LRA/PostsecondaryAuth/pdf/Distance Education Authorization Requirements - Final.PDF


6/6/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

As noted above, physical 
presence is tight here. Specifics 
at 
http://www.tn.gov/thec/Divisi
ons/LRA/PostsecondaryAuth/p
df/2014forms/Distance%20Edu
cation%20Authorization%20Re
quirements%20-
%20November%202013.pdf 



Texas
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/19/2011
Spoke with Michael DeLong on 
the phone

We meet their requirements 
for exemption without 
additional paperwork.  
Updated website with 
disclaimer

Website must have these three 
things:
1. that your career school or 
college is not regulated in 
Texas under Chapter 132 of the 
Texas Education Code; 
2. the name of any regulatory 
agencies that approve and 
regulate your school's 
programs in the state where 
your school is physically 
located and in which it has 
legal authorization to operate; 
and 
3. how to file complaints or 
make other contact with 
applicable regulatory agencies. 

9/21/2011

Received email from Fred 
Smith noting we did not need 
authorization

10/26/2011

Dr. Gaye Bumsted Perry 
requested another letter with 
information regarding physical 
presence and accreditation. 

 It appears there isn't 
communication occuring in 
their office.  An additional 
letter was sent, but then also a 
follow-up email noting that we 
already received exemption 
from the College Board and the 
Texas Workforce agency.



11/4/2011 Sent letter as requested above

12/8/2011

Received email from Gaye 
Bumsted Perry noting new regs 
make us exempt

Exempt in TX due to 
accreditation and lack of 
physical presence

6/6/2014 Reviewed regulations

Exempt in TX due to 
accreditation and lack of 
physical presence

Their physical presence has 
tightened up and become more 
defined:
recruiting students (excluding 
the occasional participation in 
a college/career fair involving 
multiple institutions or other 
event similarly limited in scope 
in the state of Texas), teaching 
or proctoring courses including 
internships, clinicals, 
externships, practicums, and 
other similarly constructed 
educational activities, (B) the 
institution has any location 
within the state of Texas which 
would include any address, 
physical site, telephone 
number, or facsimile number 
within or originating from 
within the boundaries of the 
state of Texas. The Texas 
definition of physical presence 
may be found in Texas 
Administrative Code 7.3(29), 
http://info.sos.state.tx.us/pls/p
ub/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&
app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc



Utah
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

11/3/2011

Letter from Utah Dept of 
Commerce clarifying 
requirement for Certificate of 
Exemption

Completed application for 
Certificate of Exemption with 
$1500 fee

http://consumerprotection.uta
h.gov/registrations/schools.ht
ml

11/9/2011
Received Accredited Institution 
Certificate of Exemption Exempt in Utah

Review of registration by 
12/10/12, expires on 12/10/13

12/12/2012

Received acknowledgement of 
review of Accredited Institution 
Certificate of Exemption Exemption remains in effect

Expires 12/10/13, review 
status due before 12/10/14 Receipt for $1500 filing fee

10/3/2013

Submitted application for 
Accredited Institution 
Certificate of Exemption, with 
$1500 fee

11/4/2013
Received Accredited Institution 
Certificate of Exemption Exempt in Utah

Review is due before 12/10/14, 
expires on 12/10/15 Receipt for $1500 filing fee



5/5/2014

Received notification of change 
in Utah regulation regarding 
postsecondary state 
authorization

Reviewed new legislation.  We 
should remain exempt based 
on our accreditation.

According to the Utah 
Postsecondary Proprietary 
School Act, §13-34-105(1)(e) a 
school or institution which is 
accredited by a regional or 
national accrediting agency 
recognized by the United 
States Department of 
Education is exempt from 
registration with the Division, if 
it establishes an exemption 
with the Division. Click here for 
the Request for Exemption 
form. This filing is a one-time 
filing with no application fee. 

6/6/2014

Sent email to Marla Winegar to 
ask whether new legislation 
means we no longer need to 
review/renew and pay fee 
annually

6/12/2014

Marla wrote that nonprofit 
private colleges now have a 
one-time fee.  She wrote more 
about yearly reviews, though, 
so I sent a follow-up asking for 
clarification



6/16/2014

Emailed Marla, asked whether 
the new regulation meant we 
no longer need to pay $1500 
annually

6/16/2014

Marla wrote "For the private 
nonprofit application it is a one 
time filing (application and 
$1,500 fee).  The school is 
issued a certificate with no 
expiration date. Our law does 
not define physical presence 
but defines operate.  Enrolling 
a Utah resident would trigger 
operating in the state of Utah. 
"

File one more time before 
12/10/14

11/13/2014

Received Certificate of 
Postsecondary State 
Authorization, no end date 
noted Authorized



Vermont
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Emailed Cathy Hilgendorf, 
Postsecondary Approval 
Coordinator, VT Dept of Ed, to 
request statement of 
exemption

9/22/2011

Received statement of 
exemption from Cathy 
Hilgendorf

Exempt in Vermont due to lack 
of physical presence

6/6/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt in Vermont due to lack 
of physical presence

Physical presence more relaxed 
here



Virginia

Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/20/2011

Email to Linda Woodley 
requesting statement of 
exemption

9/20/2011
Response from Linda Woodley 
verifying exemption 

Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

6/6/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt due to lack of physical 
presence

I was concerned that because 
Blackboard's servers are in 
Virginia, and Virginia notes that 
a server in VA is presence, that 
we would need to authorize.  
However, their SHEEO 
response indicates that a 
server alone would not require 
certification



Washington
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/20/2011

Emailed inquiry to Karen 
Oeschlager regarding physical 
presence

9/20/2011
Karen emailed questionnaire to 
determine physical presence

9/20/2011
Returned questionnaire to 
Karen

We must authorize due to 
recruiters in their state

11/7/2011

Sent package with complete 
application materials to State 
of Washington Higher 
Education Coordinating Board, 
check for $2000

12/5/2011
Letter acknowledging receipt 
of package

1/12/2012

Received letter granting 
authorization to operate in 
Washington

Authorized in Washington 
ONLY for recruiting and 
promotion Must renew for 2013

11/4/2013

Sent package with complete 
application materials to State 
of Washington Higher 
Education Coordinating Board, 
check for $2000

12/23/2013

Received letter granting 
authorization to operate in 
Washington

Authorized in Washington 
ONLY for recruiting and 
promotion Must renew for 2016 Expires January 10, 2016



1/24/2014

Sent updated catalog 
containing required wording, at 
their request

12/18/2014

Karen Oelschlager emailed with 
a follow-up to our approval 
letter to ask about the nursing 
program.  I responded on 1/20 
to indicate we have no field 
placements in Washington 
State, but understand if we do 
we'll need to go through their 
Nursing Commission's approval 
process.

1/20/2015

Karen responded with 
appreciation of our 
confirmation.  I believe we are 
ok. We are still ok.

1/26/2015

Karen sent another email 
asking if we were going to 
respond to her December 
email.  I responded that we had 
just corresponded.  She had 
inadvertently lost our 
response.  She indicated her 
question was about the online 
RN-BSN.  She did not believe it 
needed to be on their 
authorized list for recruitment 
and advertising since we don't 
admit students from WA to the 
program.  I agreed.

We are still ok.  We can't 
advertise or recruit for the RN-
BSN in WA, with my approval.



West Virginia
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

9/22/2011

Completed brief questionnaire 
required to determine extent 
of physical presence.  Sent to 
Mark Stotler

9/26/2011
Received letter confirming 
exemption

Exempt in West Virginia due to 
lack of physical presence

6/6/2014 Reviewed regulations
Exempt in West Virginia due to 
lack of physical presence

Internships, externships, etc, 
are presence.  Recruiting is, 
advertising is, but NOT hiring 
adjunct



Wisconsin
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

10/5/2011

Email to Pat Sweeney 
attempting to clarify 
exemption based on religious 
affiliation

10/10/2011
Phone call and email from Pat 
Sweeney Exempt for now

When we develop a fully online 
program AND enroll a 
Wisconsin resident, this needs 
to be revisited

6/6/2014 Reviewed regulations
Must authorize to accept any 
student from WI

Authorize here:   
http://eab.state.wi.us/

"If a school has approval from 
another state, which is 
substantially equivalent to the 
requirements of s.EAB 4.03 and 
meets the standards of s.EAB 1 
1.03, the board may accept 
that state’s approval as 
fulfilling all or parts of the 
approval process"  
http://eab.state.wi.us/board/e
ab011.pdf 



Wyoming
Date Event Result Follow-up Required Notes

10/5/2011

Email to Elaine Merces 
requesting statement of 
exemption based on religious 
affiliation No response

12/12/2011

Re-reviewed state cite.  
Completed application for 
registration, sent $100

12/20/2011
Received Private School 
Registration certification

May offer distance education 
to Wyoming residents through 
online programs

6/11/2012
Completed annual application 
for registration, sent $100

7/9/2012
Received Private School 
Registration certification

May offer distance education 
to Wyoming residents through 
online programs

6/12/2013
Completed annual application 
for registration, sent $100

8/30/2013
Received Private School 
Registration certification

May offer distance education 
to Wyoming residents through 
online programs

5/28/2014
Completed annual application 
for registration, sent $100

6/25/2014
Received email notice of 
registration

May offer distance education 
to Wyoming residents through 
online programs

Renew on or before June 30, 
2015



Individual State Documentation 

  



Alaska 

  





Arizona 

  





Colorado 

  





Connecticut 

  







Delaware 
 



From: Barton Wayne
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: Northwestern College in Iowa
Date: Thursday, October 13, 2011 10:16:14 AM
Attachments: image001.gif

If your institution is not incorporated in Delaware and does not have a physical presence
(offices or classroom) in Delaware, we do not require DOE approval.  We do ask that notify
us of Delaware students receiving federal financial aid.
 
 
Wayne A. Barton, Ed. D.
Director, Teacher & Administrator Quality Development
Delaware Department of Education
401 Federal Street, Suite #2
Dover, DE  19901
302.735.4120 (T)  302.739.5894 (F)
wbarton@doe.k12.de.us
This email and any attachments may be confidential or legally privileged.  Any dissemination, copying or use of this communication
by or to anyone other than the designated and intended recipient(s) is unauthorized.  If  you are not the intended recipient, please
delete or destroy this communication immediately.
 

P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2011 1:02 PM
To: Barton Wayne
Subject: clarification on state authorization
 
Mr. Barton-
 
Greetings from Northwestern College in Iowa.  Northwestern is a private nonprofit liberal arts
college affiliated with the Reformed Church of America and accredited by the Higher Learning
Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.  We are currently
developing online courses and programs and would like to be able to offer those to students
located in Delaware.  I have reviewed the information you provided to the State Higher
Education Executive Officers (SHEEO) regarding state authorization
http://www.sheeo.org/stateauth/AgencyResponses/Delaware_Department%20of%20Education.pdf
.  It appears the Delaware Department of Education only regulates schools with a physical
presence in Delaware, and that your agency does not require providers of online education to be
authorized if there is no physical presence.  If Northwestern College has no intention of
establishing a physical presence in Delaware, does that make us exempt?  Do we need any
type of letter from you granting authorization or exemption?  Your reply is appreciated. 
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu

 
 

mailto:wbarton@DOE.K12.DE.US
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
mailto:wbarton@doe.k12.de.us
http://www.sheeo.org/stateauth/AgencyResponses/Delaware_Department%20of%20Education.pdf
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.nwciowa.edu/
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Florida 

  



SAMUEL L. FERGUSON 
Executive Director 

Commission for Independent Education 
 

325 W. GAINES STREET • SUITE 1414 • TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399-0400 • (850) 245-3200 • www.fldoe.org/cie 
 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION  
 

KATHLEEN SHANAHAN, Chair 

ROBERTO MARTÍNEZ, Vice Chair 

Members 

SALLY BRADSHAW 

GARY CHARTRAND  

DR. AKSHAY DESAI 

BARBARA S. FEINGOLD 

JOHN R. PADGET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 28, 2011 
 
Rebecca  Hoey,  
Director of Online Learning 
Northwestern College 
 
Dear Ms. Hoey: 
 
We are in receipt of your correspondence dated November 11, 2011 requesting state approval to offer distance 
learning courses to students in Florida in order to comply with 34 C.F.R.  § 600.9(c).  This regulation provides for the 
following: 
 
If an institution is offering postsecondary education through distance or correspondence education to students in a 
state in which it is not physically located or in which it is otherwise subject to state jurisdiction as determined by the 
state, the institution must meet any state requirements for it to be legally offering postsecondary distance or 
correspondence education in that state.  An institution must be able to document to the Secretary the state approval 
upon request. 
 
The guidance issued by the United States Department of Education with regard to this regulation provides that “if a 
state does not regulate such activities by out-of-state institutions, the institution is considered to be legally operating 
in that state.” 
 
The Florida Commission for Independent Education does not regulate postsecondary educational institutions that do 
not have a physical presence in Florida.  Consequently, as long as your institution does not establish a physical 
presence in Florida and continues to offer only distance learning education, such as online and correspondence 
courses, you are not under the jurisdiction of the Commission. 
 
I trust that this letter will be sufficient to serve as documentation necessary for compliance with the federal regulation 
found above. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Gerard Robinson 
Commissioner of Education 



Georgia 

  





Illinois 

  





Indiana 

  





Kansas 

  



From: Geier, Katharine
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: FW: Out-of-State Private Postsecondary Institution Questionnaire
Date: Tuesday, October 11, 2011 10:37:46 AM
Attachments: 2 Kansas Postsecondary Questionnaire 06-24-11.docx

image001.gif

October 10, 2011
 
Dear Ms. Hoey:
 
Thank you for your reply to our questionnaire. At this time, Northwestern College does not
need to apply with the Kansas Board of Regents for a Certificate of Approval. Should
Northwestern College significantly increase its Kansas enrollments, decide to direct market to
Kansas residents (including email campaigns to Kansas teachers), or hire faculty that reside
and teach within Kansas, we ask that you contact our office to begin the process of applying
for a Certificate of Approval. Please note, Kansas statutes also require your institution be
approved to operate should its programs require an externship, internship, mentorship or
clinical be completed in the state of Kansas.
 
Best regards,
 
 
Katie Geier
Kansas Board of Regents
Office Operations Associate
Private/Out-of-State Postsecondary Education
1000 SW Jackson, Ste 520
Topeka, KS  66612-1368
kgeier@ksbor.org
(785) 296.2410
Fax - (785) 296.0983
 
From: Puderbaugh, Crystal 
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2011 2:21 PM
To: Geier, Katharine
Subject: FW: Out-of-State Private Postsecondary Institution Questionnaire
 
 
 

From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2011 1:43 PM
To: Puderbaugh, Crystal
Subject: Out-of-State Private Postsecondary Institution Questionnaire
 
Hello Ms. Puderbaugh-
 

mailto:kgeier@ksbor.org
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

Completed for:

Northwestern College

101 7th Street SW

Orange City, Iowa  51041

www.nwciowa.edu



Completed by:

Rebecca Hoey

Director of Online Learning

rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

(712) 707-7388



Kansas Private/Out-of-State Private Postsecondary Institution Questionnaire

Subject to K.S.A. 74-32,162 et seq.



1. Is your school (a) a private school (a school that is a business enterprise, whether operated on a profit or not-for-profit basis) or (b) a school that is an educational institution chartered, incorporated or otherwise organized under the laws of any jurisdiction other than the state of Kansas?



Yes



1. Is your school providing or offering educational programs/courses in Kansas or to Kansans who will remain in Kansas while taking such courses?[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Including on-line courses that may be accessed by students who are located in Kansas.] 




Not at this time, but we desire to offer learners residing in the state of Kansas the opportunity to take Northwestern courses and programs online.



1. If you answered yes to question #2, (1) can the courses/programs your schools offers to Kansans lead to an academic degree and/or (2) are the courses/programs your school offers to Kansans for the purpose of training or preparing people for a field of endeavor in a business, trade, technical or industrial occupation?  



We will begin to offer general education coursework online in the summer term of 2012.  Iowa students interested in the unified endorsement, an early childhood endorsement specific to Iowa schools, can do so online at this time.  A coaching endorsement will be available to online students in the summer term of 2012.  No complete academic programs resulting in a full bachelor’s degree are available at this time to online students, though we do wish to proceed in that direction.  



1. Does your school have a physical (brick and mortar) presence in Kansas, either at a school or business office?



No.  Northwestern College has no physical (brick and mortar) presence in Kansas and has no plan to do so.



1. How many persons, who currently reside in Kansas, are participating in or taking any courses or programs through your school? 



No students in Kansas are taking online courses with Northwestern College at this time.  In 2010 we had 6 students from Kansas who moved to Orange City, Iowa to become residential students on our campus.



1. In the last five (5) years, how many Kansans have taken classes at any of your school’s Kansas locations and/or taken any online classes from your school?



[bookmark: _GoBack]No students living in Kansas have taken any online classes from our school.



1. Has your school done any direct marketing in Kansas or does it intend to do any (sending individuals to the state in order to recruit, doing advertising through Kansas radio or television stations, newspapers or magazine ads, doing direct mail to Kansans, etc)? 



Northwestern does not use direct marketing specific to Kansas students.  Northwestern advertises in the following publications:  

NACCAP (North American Coalition for Christian Admissions Professionals) Christian College Guidebook, Private Colleges & Universities magazine (Christian and transfer editions), Sharing the Victory (magazine of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes), and online advertising on www.collegeview.com, www.christianitytoday.com, www.christiancollegeguide.net and www.collegeconfidential.com.



1. Does your school require any student to complete an internship, clinical, seminars or other group on-ground supervised activities conducted or located in Kansas?



No.  None of our online courses include an onsite activity that would require supervision.  In the future, when we develop an RN to BSN or other program requiring a clinical, field experience, practicum or internship—if we decide to make that program available to students in Kansas—we do understand it will necessitate additional authorization in Kansas.



1. Does your school have (or intend to have) any employees or contractors (persons that administer, coordinate, teach, train, tutor, counsel, advise or conduct any other activity on behalf of the school) who perform work for your school in or from a location in Kansas?  



No.



1. Does your school have an IP address in Kansas?



No.



1. Does your school have a representative/agent, phone number, fax number or mailing address located in Kansas?



No.



1.  What is the approximate yearly revenue your school has derived from providing courses to students who reside in Kansas?



None.  We do have residential students from Kansas, but they live on our campus and are not residing in Kansas when they take their courses.  Those students may choose to take an online course with us during their summer vacation in the future, as we will have online general education courses available beginning in the summer of 2012.



1. Does your school specifically mention, advertise, or note that it is offering courses to persons residing in Kansas, offering courses that meet the requirements of a licensing body in Kansas, or do anything to actively encourage enrollment by persons residing in  Kansas? 



No.



1. Does your school regularly have non-internet contacts with students residing in Kansas (e.g. Do faculty, administration, counselors or other school employees or contractors, call students while they are at home in Kansas?  Does your school or its instructors send email or regular mail to Kansas students?  Does your school conduct web seminars in which Kansas residents participate, etc.)?



No.









































1.  Do you believe that your school is exempt from Kansas law because it falls under the scope of any of the exemptions listed in K.S.A. 74-32,164?[footnoteRef:2]  If so, please provide facts. [2:  (a) An institution supported primarily by Kansas taxation from either a local or state source;
(b) an institution or training program which offers instruction only for avocational or recreational purposes as determined by the state board;
(c) a course or courses of instruction or study, excluding degree-granting programs, sponsored by an employer for the training and preparation of its own employees, and for which no tuition or other fee is charged to the student;
(d) a course or courses of instruction or study sponsored by a recognized trade, business or professional organization having a closed membership for the instruction of the members of the organization, and for which no tuition or other fee is charged to the student;
(e) an institution which is otherwise regulated and approved under any other law of this state;
(f) a course or courses of special study or instruction having a closed enrollment and financed or subsidized on a contract basis by local or state government, private industry, or any person, firm, association or agency, other than the student involved;
(g) an institution financed or subsidized by federal or special funds which has applied to the state board for exemption from the provisions of this act and which has been declared exempt by the state board because it has found that the operation of such institution is outside the purview of this act;
(h) the Kansas City college and bible school, inc.; and
(i) any postsecondary educational institution which was granted approval to confer academic or honorary degrees by the state board of education under the provisions of K.S.A. 17-6105 prior to its repeal.] 




Your statute states “(e) an institution which is otherwise regulated and approved under any other law of this state;”

Northwestern College has no specific knowledge of other laws in the state of Kansas.  If another law exempts colleges accredited by regional accrediting bodies who have no physical presence in the state of Kansas, then we would be exempt under that law.  Northwestern College is approved by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.
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Attached you will find a completed questionnaire for Northwestern College to determine physical
presence in order to be exempt from seeking state authorization in Kansas.  Please let me know if
additional information is needed.
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu

 
 

mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.nwciowa.edu/


Kentucky 

  









Louisiana 

  



From: Nancy Beall
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: FW: state authorization question
Date: Friday, September 23, 2011 8:15:13 AM
Attachments: CLARIFICATION OF JURISDICTION.docx

Special Instructions for Teacher and Leader Programs (7 20 11).pdf
image001.gif

Importance: High

Ms. Hoey:
 
Your email has been forwarded to me for response.  Please review the attached
documents.  After review, if you feel your institution should be licensed you can find the
application on our website at: www.regents.state.la.us under Planning, Research and
Performance, license application (new institutions).  Please let me know if you have any
questions and if you will be seeking licensure. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Beall
Assistant Program Manager
Louisiana Board of Regents
PO Box 3677
Baton Rouge, LA   70821
Phone (225) 342-4253
Fax (225) 342-9318

From: Larry Tremblay 
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2011 11:07 AM
To: Nancy Beall
Subject: FW: state authorization question
 
 
 
Larry Tremblay, Ph.D.
Interim Deputy Commissioner for
   Academic and Student Affairs
Louisiana Board of Regents
(225) 342-4253 (phone)
(225) 342-9318 (fax)
larry.tremblay@la.gov
 

From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2011 9:37 AM
To: Larry Tremblay
Subject: state authorization question
 
Greetings from Northwestern College in Iowa.  Northwestern, a private nonprofit liberal
arts college with religious affiliation accredited by the HLC, is developing online courses
and programs and would like to be able to offer those to students located in Louisiana.  I

mailto:Nancy.Beall@REGENTS.LA.GOV
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
file:////c/www.regents.state.la.us%3chttp:/www.regents.state.la.us/%3e

LOUISIANA BOARD OF REGENTS

CLARIFICATION OF JURISDICTION

Louisiana Revised Statute 17:1808 (LRS 17:1808) requires all academic degree-granting institutions operating in the State of Louisiana to register with the Board of Regents and be licensed unless otherwise exempt.  Exemption from licensure is restricted to those institutions named in law and religious institutions that grant religious degrees exclusively.  The degrees must be religious in nature by title and content.

The Board of Regents has adopted rules and regulations for the administration of RS 17:1808.  For institutions domiciled in Louisiana, the term operating applies to the offering of courses and programs through any modality.  For institutions domiciled outside Louisiana, the term operate shall mean the offering of courses that are physically delivered in the state of Louisiana and/or require clinical experiences in the state of Louisiana.

The term clinical experiences shall mean site-based learning activities (e.g. clinical, internships, student teaching, practicum, field-based experiences, etc.) in settings (e.g. hospitals, schools, businesses, etc.) in which candidates are working with patients, children, teachers, principals, etc. in Louisiana and are observed/assisted/evaluated by supervisors, preceptors, coaches, teachers, principals, or other individuals to determine that course and program requirements have been addressed. 




The Board of Regents is an Equal Opportunity and ADA Employer 


Robert W. Levy 


    Chair 


 


Mary Ellen Roy 


    Vice Chair 


 


Charlotte A. Bollinger 


    Secretary 


 


James E. Purcell 


   Commissioner of 


     Higher Education 


              
 


BOARD OF REGENTS 
P. O. Box 3677 


Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3677 


Phone (225) 342-4253, FAX (225) 342-9318 


www.regents.state.la.us 


            Scott Ballard 


Robert J. Bruno 


Maurice C. Durbin 


Joseph P. Farr 


Chris D. Gorman 


Donna G. Klein 


W. Clinton Rasberry, Jr. 


Albert D. Sam II 


Victor T. Stelly 


Harold M. Stokes 


Joseph C. Wiley 


John D. Mineo IV, Student 


 
 Special instructions for 


Universities with courses/programs for teachers & leaders 


 


 


Universities that offer programs for teachers and educational leaders must address specific conditions 


identified within the Rules for Registration and Licensure for the Louisiana Board of Regents.   The rules 


define “Clinical Experiences (Section 101 – Item B) and standards for academic programs for teachers 


and leaders (Section 305 – Items F & G).  This document can be found at the following URL:  


http://regents.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/Planning/Compiled_Rules_ and_Regs_December_2010-


_2011_0412.pdf.  In addition to addressing the same requirements as all other programs, universities with 


programs for teachers and leaders must address the following requirements. 


  


If your university plans to offer courses/degrees to teachers and/or leaders in Louisiana and is not 


nationally accredited by NCATE/TEAC, it will be necessary for your university to provide evidence to 


the Louisiana Board of Regents that it has contacted NCATE/TEAC and started the process to become 


nationally accredited.  If you do not have national accreditation from NCATE/TEAC, you will not be 


provided the authority to offer courses/degrees to teachers and leaders.  The only exception is for 


universities who offer online courses/degrees that involve no face-to-face contact with students in 


Louisiana and/or no clinical experiences for teachers/leaders in educational settings in Louisiana. 


 


If your university is nationally accredited or can provide evidence that you are pursuing national 


accreditation by NCATE/TEAC and if your university is offering courses that involve face to face contact 


and/or clinical experiences which lead to certification as a teacher or leader in Louisiana or another state, 


it will be necessary for your university to address Bulletin 996 - Standards for Approval of Teacher 


Education Programs that has been adopted by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 


(BESE).  The Louisiana Board of Regents will not provide authorization for universities to operate 


courses/programs for teachers and educational leaders until they have provided evidence of attainment of 


initial (Level 1) or subsequent (Levels 2, 3, 4) approval from the Louisiana Department of Education.  


The BESE policy can also be found at the following web site:  http://www.doe.state.la.us/bese/policies. 


html. 


 


If your university is nationally accredited or can provide evidence that you are pursuing national 


accreditation by NCATE/TEAC and if your university is offering courses that involve face to face contact 


and/or clinical experiences that will not lead to initial certification as a teacher or leader, it will be 


necessary for your university to sign a notarized statement that indicates that your university will not 


market the teacher/leader preparation programs being offered in Louisiana as leading toward certification 


as a teacher or educational leader.  A copy of the statement can be obtained from the Louisiana Board of 


Regents.   


 


Please contact Dr. Jeanne Burns at Jeanne.burns@la.gov if you have questions pertaining to the Board of 


Regents rules for teachers and leaders.  Please contact Andrew Vaughan at Andrew.vaughan@la.gov if 


you have questions about Bulletin 996 and BESE policy.  
 



http://www.regents.state.la.us/

http://regents.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/Planning/Compiled_Rules_%20and_Regs_December_2010-_2011_0412.pdf

http://regents.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/Planning/Compiled_Rules_%20and_Regs_December_2010-_2011_0412.pdf

http://www.doe.state.la.us/bese/policies.%20html

http://www.doe.state.la.us/bese/policies.%20html

mailto:Jeanne.burns@la.gov

mailto:Andrew.vaughan@la.gov
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have reviewed the information you provided to the State Higher Education Executive
Officers (SHEEO) regarding state authorization.  The information in that form suggests
programs that are strictly online with no physical presence may not require additional
authorization.  I have linked to the website indicated, http://regents.state.la.us, but cannot
find the forms or information regarding this issue.  Could you either provide me with
information on requesting an exemption based on lack of physical presence, or direct me
specifically to where your forms are located on the website?
 
Your reply is appreciated. 
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu

 
 

http://regents.state.la.us/
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.nwciowa.edu/


Minnesota 

  





Mississippi 

  





Montana 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

November 21, 2014 

 

SENT VIA EMAIL           

Rebecca Hoey, PhD 

Director of Online Learning 

Northwestern College 

101 7
th
 Street SW 

Orange City, IA  51041 

 

Re: Authorization for Northwestern College 

 

Dear Dr. Hoey: 

 

Thank you for resubmitting state authorization documentation to the Board of Regents of the Montana University 

System in response to our recent change in regulations. Your submittal establishes that Northwestern College is 

accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and maintains a Financial Responsibility Composite Score of 2.8. 

This submittal satisfies the requirements of Montana Code Annotated § 20-25-107 and Board of Regents Policy 

§221, which regulate the award of post-secondary degrees by educational institutions in the State of Montana. This 

letter shall serve as formal notice that Northwestern College remains authorized to offer post-secondary degree 

programs in the State of Montana. 

 

Thank you for your interest in Montana, and please do not hesitate to contact my office with any questions or 

concerns. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

R. Neil Moisey 
 

R. Neil Moisey, PhD 

Deputy Commissioner – Academics, Research & Student Affairs 

Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education 

 



Nebraska 

  







Nevada 

  





New Hampshire 

  







New Jersey 

  



From: Iris Duffield
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: FW: exemption for Northwestern College
Date: Thursday, December 08, 2011 10:21:37 AM

Dear Ms. Hoey:
 

Your email inquiry about distance education regulations in New Jersey was forwarded to me.
                        
If an institution with recognized regional accreditation only plans to offer distance education
programs to New Jersey residents and there is no physical presence then licensure is not required. 
The definition for physical presence means that an entity offers credit-bearing courses from or
conducts some portion of the learning experience at a location established in New Jersey by the
entity, whether established directly or under the auspices of another entity or an institution. 
 
The Commission does not have a exemptions form so please let this email serve as confirmation
about licensure.  If you have additional questions, I can be reached via email or telephone.
 
Sincerely,
Iris Duffield
 
*******************************
NJ Higher Education
P.O. Box 542
Trenton, NJ 08625-0542
609-292-2955 phone
609-292-7225 fax
 
 
 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2011 10:41 AM
To: nj_che@che.state.nj.us
Subject: exemption for Northwestern College
 
Greetings from Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa.  In September, I sent an email
inquiry regarding exemption for Northwestern College from the state of New Jersey.  We
are developing online courses and programs, and wish to offer those opportunities to
interested students in your state.  I have reviewed the rules regarding physical presence
located on your website
http://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/More_HE_Resources/Licensure.htm.  Northwestern
has no physical presence in New Jersey, and therefore I am writing to request an
exemption.  I see no other paperwork or procedures for this type of request on your
website, but would be happy to complete your forms or requirements if you can direct me
to them.  Otherwise, would you please respond with a statement acknowledging that
Northwestern College is exempt in New Jersey to offer online courses as long as we
continue to adhere to your requirements for lack of physical presence?  Thank you.
 
 

mailto:iduffield@che.state.nj.us
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
mailto:[mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu]
mailto:nj_che@che.state.nj.us
http://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/More_HE_Resources/Licensure.htm


a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu

 
 

mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
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New Mexico 

  



From: Vigil, Diane, NMHED
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: exemption renewal
Date: Thursday, June 27, 2013 12:07:39 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image003.png

Hi Rebecca:
Yes, the statute was amended in March 2013, and part of the amendment included the deletion of regional
accreditation from the qualifying criteria for exemption of schools.  Northwestern College will no longer qualify
for exemption.  This Fall we will be conducting a rule hearing to bring our rules in line with the statute.  At that
time, we will be amending our rules.  These efforts are currently being made to comply with the Program Integrity
Rules handed down by the U.S. Dept. of Education (USDOE).  The goal is to bring schools into compliance not only
with federal, but state laws as well.
 
Regarding distance education being offered in NM, if a school is strictly offering distance education or online
education with no physical presence including internships/externships or it does not conduct student recruiting
then currently the school will not need to do anything.  If a school does have a physical presence then it would
apply for initial licensure (5.100.2 NMAC), or if a school is recruiting in NM then it would apply for registration
(5.100.3 NMAC).  All the forms are posted to the website for your reference and use.
 
It appears that you may wish to visit 5.100.2 NMAC for the language specific to exemption.  I believe you are
referring to the Out-of State Proprietary School Act for registration of a school.
 
Again, please let me know if you have any other questions.  Thanks, Diane
 

Diane Vigil-Hayes
School Administrator and Compliance Officer
New Mexico Higher Education Dept.
Private & Proprietary Schools Division
2048 Galisteo Street
Santa Fe, NM  87505
Direct # 505-476-8418
www.hed.state.nm.us
 
 
 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2013 7:41 AM
To: Vigil, Diane, NMHED
Subject: exemption renewal
 
Hello Diane-
 
Northwestern College, located in Iowa, is due to update our exemption.  In completing the form Claim for
Exemption & Annual Update Report, I see that accreditation no longer exists as an option—though in
the document provided on your website, it continues to remain a choice.  As well, in the document it
indicates “Out of state institutions that conduct general advertising through print or electronic media but
do not have agents working within New Mexico and do not solicit students through individual canvassing
are not subject to the act.  Institutions that send employees only to participate in occasional college fairs
or other assemblies of institutions collectively providing information to prospective students are not
subject to the act.”  We meet that provision as well, but this does not appear on the form.
 
We would like to remain in compliance of your regulations.  How should I proceed with your form?
 

mailto:Diane.Vigil@state.nm.us
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.nmcpr.state.nm.us/nmac/parts/title05/05.100.0003.pdf










 

Rebecca Hoey, Ed.D.
Director of Online Learning
(712) 707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
 
Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  –Galatians 6: 4-6, 9

 
 
 

mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu


New York 

  



From: Ellen Zunon
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: Re: state authorization exemption request
Date: Friday, September 23, 2011 2:09:12 PM

Dear Ms. Hoey,

This email is in response to your inquiry to the Office of College and
University Evaluation regarding clarification about the need for
Northwestern College to apply for approval to offer its online programs
to New York State residents.

If an institution has a “Physical Presence” in New York, then it
must apply to the New York State Education Department for permission to
operate in New York State. The Physical Presence policy can be found at
the following link: http://www.highered.nysed.gov/ocue/ded/policies.html
.

In short, you DO NOT need to apply for approval from the NYS Education
Department if your institution merely:

●       Communicates electronically with students in New York State
(e.g., by computer or broadcast) in ways that do NOT involve an
instructional site or an organized group activity;
●       Advertises in New York State media;
●       Recruits students, e.g., at college fairs, job fairs, or trade
shows;
●       Conducts alumni activities within the State, such as alumni
clubs.

You DO need to apply for approval if your institution does any of the
following:

●       Operates an instructional site (a physical location at which
instruction is given by a faculty member to a group of students) in New
York State.
●       Sponsors organized activities within New York State that are
related to the academic program (e.g., advising, mentoring, study
groups, examination administration for groups of students).
●       Has a representative, whether paid or not, acting on its behalf
within New York State to arrange or conduct instructional or academic
support activities.

In addition, please note the following:

●       For information regarding clinical internships in areas that
lead to professional licensure in New York State, please contact the
Office of Professional Education and Program Review at:
OPPROGS@mail.nysed.gov.  You can find a list of the Professions at:
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof .

●        For information regarding out-of-state college teacher
preparation programs and student teaching placements in New York State,
please see:
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/distance.html .

●       For any further clarification, or to inquire about applying for
Permission to Operate in New York State, please contact the Office of

mailto:EZUNON@MAIL.NYSED.GOV
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/ocue/ded/policies.html
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/distance.html


College and University Evaluation at: ocueinfo@mail.nysed.gov .

Sincerely,
Ellen Zunon
Associate in Higher Education
Office of College and University Evaluation
New York State Education Department

>>> "Hoey, Rebecca" <rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu> 9/22/2011 12:20 PM >>>
Greetings from Northwestern College in Iowa.  Northwestern is a
private
nonprofit liberal arts Christian college accredited by the Higher
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools.  We are developing online courses and programs and would like
to be able to offer those to students located in New York.  I have
reviewed the information regarding "physical presence" from the
following website, published by the New York State Education
Department:
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/ocue/ded/policies.html.   It appears
that
Northwestern College qualifies as exempt from seeking authorization
from
New York as long as we continue to have no physical presence in your
state as defined by the policy.  If I have interpreted that correctly,
would you please provide a statement (email is fine) indicating our
exempt status?  If I have misinterpreted your legislation, your
guidance
would be appreciated.

a whole education

for your whole life

Rebecca Hoey

Director of Online Learning

712-707-7388

rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu <mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu>

Northwestern College

101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041

www.nwciowa.edu <http://www.nwciowa.edu/>

http://www.highered.nysed.gov/ocue/ded/policies.html
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.nwciowa.edu/




North Carolina 

  



From: Maggie Ryan
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: state authorization exemption verification
Date: Monday, October 10, 2011 10:57:11 AM
Attachments: Distance Ed responses.pdf

image001.gif

Good morning – Thank you for your recent inquiry regarding the licensure process in North Carolina
for your institution.  Attached is a document that will provide you with the relevant information.
 
 

From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2011 12:28 PM
To: Maggie Ryan
Subject: state authorization exemption verification
 
Greetings from Northwestern College in Iowa.  Northwestern is a private nonprofit liberal
arts Christian college accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools.  We are developing online courses and programs
and would like to be able to offer those to students located in North Carolina.  I have
reviewed the information regarding “physical presence” in the state of North Carolina  It
appears that Northwestern College qualifies as exempt from seeking authorization as long
as we continue to have no physical presence in your state as defined by the policy.  If I
have interpreted that correctly, would you please provide a statement (email is fine)
indicating our exempt status?  If I have misinterpreted your legislation, your guidance
would be appreciated.
 
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu
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Thank you for contacting our office.  To ensure quality education, the North Carolina General Assembly 
has delegated the authority to license post-secondary degree activity in North Carolina (creditable to an 
associate, bachelor, master’s, or doctoral degree) to the Board of Governors of the University of North 
Carolina.  Institutions offering diploma and/or certificate programs are licensed separately by the North 
Carolina State Board of Community Colleges.  The UNC Board of Governors has adopted Rules and 
Standards which define post-secondary degree activity to include conduct with respect to either a 
complete post-secondary degree program, or any study or experience or testing represented as creditable 
toward a post-secondary degree.   


Section III of the Rules and Standards specifically provide that an institution undertakes post-secondary 
degree activity in this State when it commences the activity by: 


a. Use of employees or agents within North Carolina; or 


b. Transmission, presentation, or dissemination of information over or through electronic 
equipment that is located in North Carolina and owned, leased, rented, licensed, or otherwise 
reserved for use by the institution; or 


c. Use of real property or facilities that are located in North Carolina and owned, leased, rented, 
licensed, or otherwise reserved for use by the institution; or 


d. Agreement with a third party to transmit, present, or disseminate information on behalf of the 
institution through any of the means described in a, b, or c, above. 


Exemptions from licensure for certain religious education and post-secondary degree activity within the 
military are addressed in Section X of the Rules and Standards.   


For illustration purposes, the Board of Governors has made the following determinations in the past 
regarding online post-secondary degree activity: 


• Activities which require licensure: practicums, clinical experiences, and student teaching.   


• Activities which do not require licensure: proctored exams, attendance at college fairs, adjunct 
faculty residing in North Carolina and teaching an online course.    


These determinations are subject to change depending upon specific factual circumstances or changes in 
the law or interpretations of the law.   


In determining whether to seek licensure, the following resources are available online: 


UNC Board of Governors Rules and Standards, 
http://www.northcarolina.edu/aa_planning/licensure/Rules__Standards__Master_Updated_1-081.pdf 
 
UNC General Administration Licensure Web site, 
http://www.northcarolina.edu/aa_planning/licensure/index.htm 
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Carolina.  Institutions offering diploma and/or certificate programs are licensed separately by the North 
Carolina State Board of Community Colleges.  The UNC Board of Governors has adopted Rules and 
Standards which define post-secondary degree activity to include conduct with respect to either a 
complete post-secondary degree program, or any study or experience or testing represented as creditable 
toward a post-secondary degree.   

Section III of the Rules and Standards specifically provide that an institution undertakes post-secondary 
degree activity in this State when it commences the activity by: 

a. Use of employees or agents within North Carolina; or 

b. Transmission, presentation, or dissemination of information over or through electronic 
equipment that is located in North Carolina and owned, leased, rented, licensed, or otherwise 
reserved for use by the institution; or 

c. Use of real property or facilities that are located in North Carolina and owned, leased, rented, 
licensed, or otherwise reserved for use by the institution; or 

d. Agreement with a third party to transmit, present, or disseminate information on behalf of the 
institution through any of the means described in a, b, or c, above. 

Exemptions from licensure for certain religious education and post-secondary degree activity within the 
military are addressed in Section X of the Rules and Standards.   

For illustration purposes, the Board of Governors has made the following determinations in the past 
regarding online post-secondary degree activity: 

• Activities which require licensure: practicums, clinical experiences, and student teaching.   

• Activities which do not require licensure: proctored exams, attendance at college fairs, adjunct 
faculty residing in North Carolina and teaching an online course.    

These determinations are subject to change depending upon specific factual circumstances or changes in 
the law or interpretations of the law.   

In determining whether to seek licensure, the following resources are available online: 

UNC Board of Governors Rules and Standards, 
http://www.northcarolina.edu/aa_planning/licensure/Rules__Standards__Master_Updated_1-081.pdf 
 
UNC General Administration Licensure Web site, 
http://www.northcarolina.edu/aa_planning/licensure/index.htm 
 



North Dakota 

  





Ohio 

  





Oklahoma 

  





Oregon 

  













Pennsylvania 

  







Rhode Island 

  



From: Velletri Deanna
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: follow up
Date: Friday, December 09, 2011 1:15:47 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

Your welcome!  Good luck.
 

Deanna Velletri
Rhode Island Office of Higher Education
Academic and Student Affairs
The Shepard Building
80 Washington Street
Providence, RI 02903
Phone 401-456-6010
Fax 401-456-6028
Email dvelletri@ribghe.org
Web www.ribghe.org
 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 2:14 PM
To: Velletri Deanna
Cc: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: follow up
 
Yes, thank you!  I consider us ‘exempt’ from going through the authorization process.  The way you have phrased it makes perfect
sense to me.  From your perspective, Northwestern does not need to take any further action and may provide online opportunities
to Rhode Island residents as long as we do not establish a physical presence in any way defined by your legislation.  I know you
must be swamped with these questions; thanks so much for responding to me so promptly!
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu

 
 
From: Velletri Deanna [mailto:dvelletri@ribghe.org] 
Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 1:11 PM
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: follow up
 
Hi Rebecca:
 
The thing is, I don’t believe you are exempt… you just do not need to comply because of your lack of physical presence.
 
Does this help?
 

Deanna Velletri
Rhode Island Office of Higher Education
Academic and Student Affairs
The Shepard Building
80 Washington Street
Providence, RI 02903
Phone 401-456-6010
Fax 401-456-6028
Email dvelletri@ribghe.org
Web www.ribghe.org
 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 2:08 PM
To: Velletri Deanna
Subject: RE: follow up
 
Good Afternoon Ms. Velletri-
 
Thank you for the information.  I had read it on your website, as well, and believe I understand it.  My request was to receive an

mailto:dvelletri@ribghe.org
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.nwciowa.edu/
mailto:dvelletri@ribghe.org
http://www.ribghe.org/
mailto:[mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu]
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acknowledgement of our exempt status because we do meet the requirement set forth by your state; we will provide only distance
learning opportunities with no physical presence.  If you do not provide notification of exemption, but leave it to the determination of
the out-of-state school, then I will simply consider us exempt without your formal acknowledgement if that is your preference.  We
just want to be compliant with your expectations! 
 
Happy holidays!
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu

 
 
From: Velletri Deanna [mailto:dvelletri@ribghe.org] 
Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 12:28 PM
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: follow up
 
Dear Sir or Madam:
 
In response to your recent inquiry regarding the Rhode Island Board of Governors for Higher Education’s authorization (state authorization) for
online degree granting programs by out of state institutions, please be advised that Rhode Island General Laws and the Board’s current
regulations provide as follows:
 
degree Granting institutions.
Chapter 40 of Title 16 of the Rhode Island General Laws indicates that to transact business in this state and to grant academic, collegiate,
professional, or similar degrees, an institution must be non-profit, must receive the prior authorization of the Rhode Island Board of Governors
for Higher Education (“Board”), and must have received full New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) accreditation within “five
years of its incorporation or establishment within this state or five years of being permitted to transact business within this state.” (RIGL§16-
40-1 and §16-40-2) As such, a for-profit institution that wishes to grant academic, collegiate, professional, or similar degrees within this state
must obtain such authorization through the enactment of specific legislation by the state’s General Assembly.
 
Additional procedures, standards, and requirements regarding the authorization of non-profit degree granting institutions are set forth in the
Board’s Regulations Governing Institutions of Higher Education Operating in Rhode Island, which may be found at
http://www.ribghe.org/hiedreg.htm . These regulations also set forth a definition for “operate or operating” a degree granting institution in
Rhode Island.
 
non-degree Granting Proprietary Schools.
For non-degree granting (granting no awards above the pre-associate level) proprietary schools, both for profit and non-profit, RIGL§16-40-1
and §16-40-2 also require prior authorization from the Board prior to operating and/or doing business in this state. The procedures, conditions,
standards, and requirements for obtaining Board authorization (initial, conditional, and annual) and exemptions, as well as the standards for
the operation of proprietary schools are set forth in the Board’s Regulations Governing Proprietary Schools in Rhode Island, which may be
found at http://www.ribghe.org/propreg.htm . These regulations also provide a definition for “operate or operating” a non-degree granting
proprietary school in Rhode Island and set forth specific exemptions. It should be noted that these exemptions are not automatic, and an entity
is required to apply for either approved or exempt status.
 
distance learning.
The Board’s Policy on Distance Learning may be found at http://www.ribghe.org/distance%20learning.pdf . There, the Board indicates that:
 

1)       It shall be the policy of the Board of Governors for Higher Education that, so long as a provider of distance learning has no physical
presence in Rhode Island, it will not be subject to Board of Governors regulations. [Please see page a-3.2 of the policy for a
definition of physical presence.]

 
2)       If a provider has or seeks to establish a physical presence in Rhode Island, it shall be subject to the appropriate set of Board of

Governors regulations and Rhode Island Office of Higher Education standards… [These regulations and standards are cited above].
 
Student complaint Procedure/Process.
At present, the Board does not have a formal procedure or process to address complaints from students who are attending non-public degree
granting institutions or non-degree granting proprietary schools operating within this state that are not under the Board’s jurisdiction.
However, complaints received by the Board’s Office of Higher Education (‘OHE”) from students attending non-degree granting proprietary
schools are handled in the manner set forth in Standard 3.5(c) of the Board’s Regulations Governing Proprietary Schools in Rhode Island. 
Students with complaints involving possible illegal or criminal activity are referred to the local or the Rhode Island State Police, and complaints
of discriminatory practices are referred to the Rhode Island Commission for Human Rights.
 
other State departments.

mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.nwciowa.edu/
mailto:[mailto:dvelletri@ribghe.org]
http://www.ribghe.org/hiedreg.htm
http://www.ribghe.org/propreg.htm
http://www.ribghe.org/distance%20learning.pdf


Out of state entities that wish to operate in Rhode Island should also contact the office of the Rhode Island Secretary of State (www.sos.ri.gov)
for information regarding its authorization process and requirements. In addition, institutions offering programs and/or training leading to
occupations regulated by the Rhode Island Department of Health (healthcare, nursing, cosmetology, tattooing, etc) should contact that
department (www.health.ri.gov).
 
I hope that this information is helpful to you and answers your inquiry. Should you require any additional information please contact me at
401-456-6010 or dvelletri@ribghe.org.
 
Very truly yours,
 

Deanna Velletri
Rhode Island Office of Higher Education
Academic and Student Affairs
The Shepard Building
80 Washington Street
Providence, RI 02903
Phone 401-456-6010
Fax 401-456-6028
Email dvelletri@ribghe.org
Web www.ribghe.org
 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2011 11:36 AM
To: Velletri Deanna
Subject: follow up
 
Hello Ms. Velletri:
 
In September I sent you an email regarding exemption from state authorization in Rhode Island to offer distance learning
opportunities to students in your state.  As noted in my previous email, Northwestern College has no physical presence in your
state, as defined by the policy set forth in this document: http://www.ribghe.org/distance%20learning.pdf.  I have not received a
response to my email, and therefore wished to follow up.  A copy of the email is below.  I would appreciate your reply
acknowledging our exempt status, or requesting additional information.  Thank you!
 
Sent 9/22/11:  Northwestern is a private nonprofit liberal arts Christian college accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of
the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.  We are developing online courses and programs and would like to be able
to offer those to students located in Rhode Island.  I have reviewed the information provided to the State Higher Education
Executive Officers at:
http://www.sheeo.org/stateauth/AgencyResponses/Rhode%20Island_Board%20of%20governors%20for%20Higher%20Education.pdf
.  It appears that Northwestern College qualifies as exempt from seeking authorization from Rhode Island as long as we continue to
have no brick and mortar facility and maintain or send no employees or paid representatives to Rhode Island for recruiting,
advising, offering courses or programs, or administration of examinations.  I acknowledge it is understood that any future activity
that constitutes physical presence would necessitate the authorization process in Rhode Island.  If I have interpreted that correctly,
would you please provide a statement (email is fine) indicating our exempt status?  If I have misinterpreted your legislation, your
guidance would be appreciated.
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu
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South Carolina 

  



From: Renea Eshleman
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: Northwestern College, Orange City, IA
Date: Friday, September 23, 2011 10:51:35 AM
Attachments: image001.gif

You have correctly interpreted the information on licensing in SC. Unless the institution conducts activities that create a physical
presence, it is exempt from the Commission’s oversight.
 
Renea H. Eshleman, Program Manager
Nonpublic Postsecondary Institution Licensing
SC Commission on Higher Education
1122 Lady Street Street, Suite 300
Columbia, SC 29201
Telephone 803.737.2281
Fax 803.737.2297
E-mail reshleman@che.sc.gov
 
 
 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2011 2:47 PM
To: Renea Eshleman
Subject: state authorization exemption confirmation
 
Hello Ms. Eshleman:
 
Northwestern is a private nonprofit liberal arts Christian college accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the
North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.  We are developing online courses and programs and would like
to be able to offer those to students located in South Carolina.  I have reviewed the information provided to the State
Higher Education Executive Officers at:
http://www.sheeo.org/stateauth/AgencyResponses/South%20Carolina_Commission%20on%20Higher%20Education.pdf
.  It appears that Northwestern College qualifies as exempt from seeking authorization from South Carolina as long as
we continue to have no brick and mortar facility in your state, no organized consistent recruiting and no advertising in
local media.  I acknowledge it is understood that any future activity that constitutes physical presence would
necessitate the authorization process in South Carolina.  If I have interpreted that correctly, would you please provide
a statement (email is fine) indicating our exempt status?  If I have misinterpreted your legislation, your guidance would
be appreciated.
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu
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South Dakota 

  





From: Orth, Stephanie
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: RN to BSN completion option
Date: Monday, December 10, 2012 3:20:20 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Good afternoon,
The BON does not have to monitor these programs.  As long as the programs complete a Certificate of
Authorization with the Secr. of State, we at the Board have no separate approval process. As long as the program is
from a compact state (like Iowa), the students and teachers can do clinicals in SD with appropriate licensure.

·        Good Faith Effort” - The USDOE will not limit distance education activities before July 1, 2014, so long as
the institution is ‘making good faith efforts to obtain necessary state authorizations before that date.  The
extensions apply only to the state in which the institution is located. For distance and correspondence
education, institutions must follow the regulations of each state in which it 'operates'. Guidelines for a
“good faith” effort include, but not limited to: 
*Documentation that an institution is developing a distance education management process for tracking
students’ place of residence when engaged in distance education
*Documentation that an institution has contacted a State directly to discuss programs the institution is
providing to students in that State to determine whether authorization is needed
*An application to a State, even if it is not yet approved
*Documentation from a State that an application is pending

Sincerely,
 
 

Stephanie Orth, MS, RN

Nursing Program Specialist

South Dakota Board of Nursing

722 Main Street, Suite 3

Spearfish, SD 57783

Stephanie.orth@state.sd.us

605-642-1388 (Ph)

605-642-1389 (Fax)
Happiness is an attitude.  We either make ourselves miserable,

or happy and strong.  The amount of work is the same. 
~Francesca Reigler

 
 

From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 9:46 AM
To: Orth, Stephanie (DOH)
Subject: RN to BSN completion option
 
Stephanie-
 
Greetings from Northwestern College, located in Orange City, Iowa.  Northwestern College has an
established and strong nursing program, granting bachelors of science in nursing degrees to our
traditional students.  Recently Northwestern has made a commitment to serve the needs of adult
learners, and as a result developed an RN to BSN completion option for registered nurses who wish to
complete a bachelor’s degree.  The program will be available online, with onsite clinicals at a location

mailto:Stephanie.Orth@state.sd.us
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near the nurse and mutually agreed on by the college.  To clarify, only nurses who are already licensed
in their home state will be admitted to the program.  With appropriate approvals, we will make this option
available to RNs in Iowa, South Dakota, Minnesota and Nebraska. 
 
Northwestern has been authorized by the South Dakota Secretary of State to offer online courses to
students in South Dakota.  We would like to know if there is anything that we need to submit to the
South Dakota Board of Nursing to obtain your approval, as well.  Any information you could provide
would be valuable.  Thank you!
 
 

Rebecca Hoey, Ed.D.
Director of Online Learning
(712) 707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
 
Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  –Galatians 6: 4-6, 9
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RICHARD G. RHODA 
Executive Director 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 
HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION 

PARKWAY TOWERS, SUITE 1900 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0830 

(615) 741-3605 
FAX: (615) 741-6230 

BILL HASLAM 
 Governor

 
 
 
 

Distance Education Authorization Requirements in Tennessee 
 

On October 29, 2010, the U.S. Department of Education released its final program integrity 
regulations regarding postsecondary educational institutions, including state authorization 
requirements in 34 C.F.R. § 600.9.  The Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC or 
Commission) offers the following information regarding authorization requirements for 
providers of distance education in order to assist institutions in their efforts to comply with the 
new federal requirements. 
   
If after reviewing the following explanation, you believe that your institution does not engage in 
any activity requiring authorization, no further action by your institution is required.  However, if 
you believe that your institution should obtain authorization, you must submit an Initial 
Authorization Application.  The application process is described in the “Obtaining 
Authorization” section of this document.  Questions concerning this information should be 
directed in writing to Julie Woodruff, Director of Regulatory Affairs, at julie.woodruff@tn.gov 
or Nicholas Cook, Assistant Director of Regulatory Affairs, at nicholas.cook@tn.gov.   
 
Statutes and Rules:  The text of Tennessee’s statutes and rules governing postsecondary 
educational institutions may be obtained by clicking on the appropriate link at the top of the 
webpage located at:  http://state.tn.us/thec/Divisions/LRA/PostsecondaryAuth/psa.html. 
 
Rule 1540-01-02-.04(1) prohibits non-exempt postsecondary educational institutions from 
advertising, soliciting, recruiting, enrolling, or operating in Tennessee without authorization from 
THEC.  The exemptions are listed in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-7-2004 and Rules 1540-01-02-.05 
and .08(8) and (10); however, Tennessee does not specifically exempt distance education 
providers.   
 
A distance education provider engages in the activities described in Rule 1540-01-02-.04(1) if it 
establishes a physical presence.  The definition of physical presence as found in Rule 1540-01-
02-.03(1)(ii) provides: 
 

“Physical presence” means actual presence within the state of Tennessee for the 
purpose of conducting activity related to: a postsecondary educational institution; 
an educational service; dissemination of educational credentials; enrollment; 
solicitation; or, advertising.  Physical presence as further outlined for purposes of 
authorization shall include but not be limited to: 
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1. An instructional site within the state; 
2. Instruction within or originating from Tennessee designed to impart 

knowledge with response utilizing teachers, trainers, counselors, etc., or 
computer resources, or computer linking (e.g. Internet), or any form of 
electronic telecommunications; 

3. Dissemination of an educational credential from a location within the 
state; 

4. An agent, recruiter, institution or business that solicits for enrollment or 
credits or for the award of an educational credential; 

5. Advertising, promotional material or public solicitation in any form that 
targets Tennessee residents or uses local advertising markets in the state 
for institutions seeking, holding or required to hold a certificate of 
authorization. 

 
THEC interprets the definition of physical presence to: 
 

– include having an instructor lead a distance education course from within the state; 
– include advertisements that appear on the webpage of a local newspaper; 
– include facilitating and/or entering into an arrangement with any business, organization, 

or similar entity located in Tennessee for the purpose of providing an internship, 
externship, practicum, clinical, student teaching, or similar opportunity; and  

– not include enrolling a Tennessee student if the recruitment of the student did not involve 
any of the prohibited activities. 

 
If an institution engages in any of the activities listed in the definition of physical presence, it 
must obtain authorization by filing an Initial Authorization Application with THEC.  Otherwise, 
an institution that does not engage in any of the listed activities does not have to take any action.   
 
Obtaining “Authorization Not Needed” Letter:  On March 17, 2011, the U.S. Department of 
Education (USDOE) released a Dear Colleague Letter, GEN-11-05, regarding implementation of 
the program integrity regulations.  Pursuant to GEN-11-05, the USDOE does not require an 
institution to obtain a document from the appropriate state agency stating that authorization is not 
required.  An institution is only required to demonstrate upon request from the USDOE that state 
authorization is not required.  As a result, THEC will not issue “Authorization Not Needed” 
letters at this time.  Instead, THEC will consider whether issuance of such a letter is appropriate 
at such time that the USDOE requests that an institution demonstrate that state authorization is 
not required.  If your institution receives a request from the USDOE, you may request that THEC 
issue an “Authorization Not Needed” letter by submitting a written request, along with the 
request from the USDOE, to: 
 

Tennessee Higher Education Commission 
Attn:  Director of Regulatory Affairs, DPSA 
404 James Robertson Parkway, Suite 1900 

Nashville, TN 37243-0830 
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Obtaining Authorization:  The first step to obtaining authorization in Tennessee is to file an 
Initial Authorization Application.  If you determine that your institution is required to be 
authorized, you should contact Teresa Warren at teresa.warren@tn.gov to obtain an electronic 
version of the Initial Authorization Application.   
 
Once your application and fee are received, the application will be reviewed by a staff member 
of the Division of Postsecondary School Authorization (DPSA).  If the application is incomplete, 
DPSA will defer it with instructions that corrections be filed by the next due date (see below).   
 
If the application is complete, DPSA will refer the application to the Committee on 
Postsecondary Educational Institutions.  The Committee will review the application and 
determine whether to make a recommendation to the Commission that your institution be 
approved.  If the Committee makes a favorable recommendation, the application is placed on the 
agenda for the next Commission meeting for approval. 
 
The relevant dates for 2011 are as follows: 
 

Deadline for Application Committee Meeting Commission Meeting 
1/14/2011 4/7/2011 4/28/2011 
4/8/2011 7/7/2011 7/28/2011 
8/12/2011 10/27/2011 11/17/2011 
11/4/2011 TBA TBA 
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From: White, Fred
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: Application for a Certificate of Authorization
Date: Wednesday, September 21, 2011 11:20:55 AM

Ms. Hoey,
Thanks for spending some time with me today and explaining the purpose of the application for a
certificate of authorization that you submitted. As I mentioned the fact that Northwestern College is
accredited by a recognized accreditor and does not intend to have a presence in Texas makes it exempt
from oversight by our agency and approval is not required.
I will not act on the application and if you have any questions please contact me.

Fred  White
Program Director
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
Career Technical Programs
1200 East Anderson Lane
Austin, Texas 78752
Phone (512) 427-6238  
Fax (512) 427-6168
E-mail fred.white@thecb.state.tx.us
Web Site www.thecb.state.tx.us

-----Original Message-----
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu]
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2011 12:47 PM
To: White, Fred
Subject: Application for a Certificate of Authorization

The attached file contains data that was entered into a form. It is not the form itself.

The recipient of this data file should save it locally with a unique name. Adobe Acrobat Professional 7 or
later can process this data by importing it back into the blank form or creating a spreadsheet from
several data files. See Help in Adobe Acrobat Professional 7 or later for more details.

mailto:Fred.White@THECB.state.tx.us
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu


From: De Long, Michael
To: Hoey, Rebecca; Career Schools
Subject: RE: question on exemption
Date: Monday, September 19, 2011 11:34:01 AM
Attachments: image002.jpg

image003.gif

Dear Ms. Hoey-
 
Thank you for your inquiry regarding approval for your institution to provide postsecondary training
to Texans. I could not tell if you want to offer just online courses from your College.  Depending on
your school’s particular circumstances, it may or may not fall under regulation by the Texas
Workforce Commission (Agency).
 
A recent amendment to the Texas Education Code excludes certain institutions from the definition of
the schools and colleges required to have either a license or exemption from the Agency prior to
enrolling Texas residents.  These are schools that are:

1.      physically located in a state other than Texas;

2.      legally authorized by the state of its physical location to offer postsecondary education and
award degrees;

3.      accredited by a regional or national accrediting organization recognized by the United States
secretary of education under the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. Section 1001 et
seq.); and

4.      offer in Texas only postsecondary distance or correspondence programs of instruction.

 
If your school meets the above listed qualifications, the only action is required is to post the
following notice in a conspicuous place on your website:
 

1.      that your career school or college is not regulated in Texas under Chapter 132 of the Texas
Education Code;

2.      the name of any regulatory agencies that approve and regulate your school's programs in the
state where your school is physically located and in which it has legal authorization to
operate; and

3.      how to file complaints or make other contact with applicable regulatory agencies.
 
Otherwise, an explanation of both our licensing and exemption processes is contained at our web
site: http://csc/twc/state/tx/us.  Click on the “Considering Opening a Career School?” link and then
on the General Information Sheet on Career Schools and Colleges.  Our statute, rules and forms are
also available from the web site.  As you will see, the available exemptions, as well as the necessary
qualifications, are explained in form PS-017, General Exemptions.
 
Additionally, to ensure your institution has appropriate authority to offer degree programs in Texas,
you should contact the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.  Dr. Gaye Bumsted Perry, (512)
427-6528, gaye.bumstedperry@thecb.state.tx.us is the best contact on this.  Also, depending on the
types of courses you intend to offer online to Texans, other State of Texas agencies may be required
to approve some of your courses.
 
If you have additional questions, please contact me via e-mail or at 512.936.3104.
 
J. Michael De Long

mailto:Michael.Delong@twc.state.tx.us
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
mailto:career.schools@twc.state.tx.us
http://csc/twc/state/tx/us
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/svcs/propschools/considering-schools.html
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/svcs/propschools/ps001a.pdf
mailto:gaye.bumstedperry@thecb.state.tx.us

3. Michael De Long
Polcy Frogram Speciist
Career Schools & Coleges.

(512) 9365104

ichael delong @twc.tate. tus
Texas Workforce Commission
CsCRm-226T

101E. 15th Strest

Austi, TX 76778-0001
hitps/jcsc. tne.state.beus
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                                                                 AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
 

 
 

Statement of Exemption Based on Accredited Distance Education  
 
Chapter 7.14 of Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board rules outlines provisions for 
out-of-state institutions wishing to offer distance education in Texas.   
 
A non-religious institution or a religious institution offering programs not in a religious 
discipline is exempt from Coordinating Board oversight if it fulfills the following:  
 

1)  Accredited to offer degrees at a specific level by an accrediting agency recognized 
by the Coordinating Board or approved by a Texas state agency which authorizes 
the school's graduates to take a professional or career and technical state 
licensing examination administered by that agency; and  

2)  No physical presence in the state.  Section 7.3 of Coordinating Board rules defines 
physical presence as the following:  

a)  While in Texas a representative of the school or a person being paid by 
the school who conducts an activity related to postsecondary education, 
including for the purposes of recruiting students (excluding the occasional 
participation in a college/career fair involving multiple institutions or 
other event similarly limited in scope in the state of Texas), teaching or 
proctoring courses including internships, clinicals, externships, practicums, 
and other similarly constructed educational activities(excluding those 
individuals that are involved in teaching courses in which there is no 
physical contact with Texas students), or grants certificates or degrees; 
and/or  

b)  The institution has any location within the state of Texas which would 
include any address, physical site, telephone number, or facsimile number 
within or originating from within the boundaries of the state of Texas. 
Advertising to Texas students, whether through print, billboard, internet, 
radio, television, or other medium alone does not constitute a physical 
presence.  

 
An institution’s exemption applies only to the degree level for which the programs or 
institution is accredited and continues as long as it is in compliance with Section 7.14. If an 
institution is no longer accredited by an accreditor recognized by Texas and/or maintains a 
physical presence in Texas, the institution is no longer eligible for an exemption and must 
receive Coordinating Board authority to offer distance education to Texas students. 
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From: Bumsted Perry, Gaye
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: Texas State Authorization for Distance Education-Northwestern College
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2011 1:11:52 PM

Good afternoon,
 
At this time Texas has not finalized its policy on out of state distance education. We anticipate that
we will have to proceed with a rule change in October and will not have a finalized policy until
November.
 
We are requesting that institutions submit formal letters of inquiry to us that include the following
information: institution’s name, address, accreditor, type (i.e., public, private, proprietary), degree
programs effected, and whether or not there is a physical presence or agent in the state (this
would include a location or any face-to-face contact with students through practica, clinicals,
internships, externships, etc.). You may pdf the letter and email it directly to Dr. Gaye Bumsted
Perry at gaye.bumstedperry@thecb.state.tx.us.  
 
We will keep the letter on file and respond in November when our policy is finalized. In addition to
the Coordinating Board, institutions should also contact the Texas Workforce Commission as they
are the agency which has legal authority to authorize the operation of an institution within the
state.
 
 
D. Gaye Bumsted Perry, Ph.D.
Program Director
Division of Academic Affairs and Research
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
P.O. Box 12788
Austin, TX 78711
office 512-427-6528
fax 512-427-6168
gaye.bumstedperry@thecb.state.tx.us
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us
  
 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2011 11:53 AM
To: Bumsted Perry, Gaye
Subject: state authorization question
 
Greetings from Iowa.  Northwestern College is pursuing state authorization in Texas to offer
distance education coursework.  At this time we have no specific certificates or programs ready to
be delivered online, though we are working on developing them.  We have one undergraduate-
level endorsement specific to early childhood education in Iowa, and general education
coursework ready to go.  Two questions regarding your Application for Authorization:

mailto:Gaye.BumstedPerry@THECB.state.tx.us
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
mailto:gaye.bumstedperry@thecb.state.tx.us
mailto:gaye.bumstedperry@thecb.state.tx.us
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/


 
1)    Because we have no specific certificates or programs, I am uncertain of how the form

should be completed in the degrees/programs fields.  I have completed it as I believe is
correct.  Will someone contact me for clarification, or will the application be rejected
outright if there is a question?

2)    Your form requires the submission of a copy of our approval from our accreditor (HLC). 
However, the form is submitted electronically.  How would you like us to submit a copy of
our approval?

 
I look forward to your reply.
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
10.19.2011

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu
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J  Michael De Long

 
 
 

From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2011 11:30 AM
To: Career Schools
Subject: question on exemption
 
Greetings from Iowa.  Northwestern College is a private religious nonprofit traditional
residential liberal arts college pursuing state authorization in Texas.  We are not a
career school or college.  Are we still required to seek an exemption from the Texas
Workforce Commission?
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu
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From: Hilgendorf, Cathy
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: state authorization exemption confirmation
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2011 3:03:01 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

If a school has no physical presence in Vermont, it does not need Vermont approval
in order to enroll Vermont students in online programs.  It sounds to me like you are
exempt.
 
Cathy Hilgendorf
Postsecondary Approval Coordinator
Vermont Dept. of Education
 

From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2011 4:00 PM
To: Hilgendorf, Cathy
Subject: state authorization exemption confirmation
 
Greetings from Northwestern College in Iowa.  Northwestern is a private nonprofit liberal
arts Christian college accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools.  We are developing online courses and programs
and would like to be able to offer those to students located in Vermont.  I have reviewed
the information you provided to the State Higher Education Executive Officers (SHEEO)
regarding state authorization.  It appears that Northwestern qualifies as exempt from
seeking authorization from Vermont based on Vermont Statute Title 16 Section 176a, as
we have no physical presence in Vermont including offices, direct services to students or
requirements for physical gatherings in Vermont.  If I have interpreted that correctly, would
you please provide a statement (email is fine) indicating our exempt status?  If I have
misinterpreted your legislation, your guidance would be appreciated.
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu
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Virginia 

  



From: Woodley, Linda (SCHEV)
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: state authorization question
Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2011 1:34:33 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

Ms. Hoey:
 
Please review the link below from the SCHEV website which defines Virginia's requirement
of physical presence in order to be eligible for certification (authorization) to operate in
Virginia.  The memo should satisfy the documentation needed for the new state
authorization regulations for out-of-state distance education programs.  No action is
required for the situation described below.

http://www.schev.edu/higherEd/POPE/PhysicalPresenceMemo.pdf

 
 
 
Linda H. Woodley, M.Ed.
Director, Private & Out-of-State Postsecondary Education
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia
James Monroe Building
101 N. 14th Street, 9th Floor
Richmond, VA  23219 
Office phone: 804-371-2938
Fax phone: 804-786-2027 or 804-225-2604
E-mail: lindawoodley@schev.edu
Website: www.schev.edu 
Live Simply.  Love Generously.  Care Deeply.   Speak Kindly.   Leave the Rest to God. 
 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 20, 2011 10:34 AM
To: Woodley, Linda (SCHEV)
Subject: state authorization question
 
Greetings from Northwestern College in Iowa.  Northwestern, a private nonprofit liberal arts
college with religious affiliation, is developing online courses and programs and would like
to be able to offer those to students located in Virginia.  I have reviewed the information
you provided to the State Higher Education Executive Officers (SHEEO) regarding state
authorization.  It does not appear there are any requirements outside of being accredited
by an accrediting body.  Northwestern is HLC accredited.  Do we need any type of letter
from you granting authorization?  Do we need to submit anything to you?  Your reply is
appreciated. 
 
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu

mailto:LindaWoodley@schev.edu
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.schev.edu/higherEd/POPE/PhysicalPresenceMemo.pdf
mailto:lindawoodley@schev.edu
http://www.schev.edu/
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.nwciowa.edu/
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West Virginia 

  





Wisconsin 

  



From: Sweeney, Pat
To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: clarification of EAB requirements
Date: Monday, October 10, 2011 3:10:12 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

Ms. Hoey:
 
Thank you for the informative telephone conversation. Since Northwestern College currently has
no online programs, it does not require Educational Approval Board (EAB) authorization. You
mentioned that Northwestern does offer some online courses but the EAB approves programs not
individual courses so again no EAB authorization is required. If in the future Northwestern develops
online degree programs and begins enrolling Wisconsin residents, please contact me so we can
discuss the required EAB approval.
 
Thank you for your timely inquiry-
 
Patrick Sweeney
School Administration Consultant
 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Friday, October 07, 2011 8:38 AM
To: Sweeney, Pat
Subject: RE: clarification of EAB requirements
 
Patrick, thank you for your communication.  In your literature, the following note is made:
In Chapter 11 of its Administrative Code, the EAB acknowledges that distance learning presents a
materially new context for Wisconsin to protect consumers. Because the oversight of online
programs differs from those offered on-ground, EAB 11 makes several "accommodations" for
distance learning providers in its approval process and fees. For example, if a school has approval
from another state whose requirements are substantially equivalent to those of the EAB, then the
board may accept that state's approval as fulfilling all or parts of the approval process.
 
Would you please identify these other states so that we can determine if we fit within this
category?  I’m uncertain of whether it is appropriate to have to complete a “Start a New
School” application with the state of Wisconsin, as Northwestern has been operating
successfully in the state of Iowa since 1882. 
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu

 
 
From: Sweeney, Pat [mailto:Pat.Sweeney@eab.state.wi.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2011 2:51 PM

mailto:Pat.Sweeney@eab.state.wi.us
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
http://www.nwciowa.edu/
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To: Hoey, Rebecca
Subject: RE: clarification of EAB requirements
 
Ms. Hoey:
 
Thank you for your inquiry. I will explain why the exemptions you cite do not apply to
Northwestern College.
 
Since you refer to Northwestern College’s accreditation by the Higher Learning Commission, I
assume you are referring to s.38.50 (1) (e) 8 which exempts “schools accredited by accrediting
agencies recognized by the board.” While the EAB has authority to exempt institutions accredited
by certain accreditors, it has never chosen to delegate it authority to any accrediting agency. The
exemption language dates back to the 1970s and is essentially a dormant statutory provision. In
fact, because of the confusion it creates, there is currently a legislative proposal to delete the
provision.
 
You also cite s.38.50 (1) (e) 3 which exempts institutions “of a parochial or denominational
character offering course having a sectarian object.” EAB has always interpreted this “religious
exemption” to apply to such programs as education and training for the ministry not for liberal arts
degrees, nursing training, and teacher training as offered by Northwestern which are clearly not
sectarian.
 
If Northwestern College offers online degree programs to Wisconsin residents it must have EAB
approval to operate legally. The EAB website www.eab.state.wi.us has at the top of the page a link
to a memo explaining EAB requirements for institutions offering online programs. The EAB School
application is also available by clicking on “Starting a New School” on the left side of the page. I can
be reached at 608.266.1354.
 
Patrick Sweeney
School Administration Consultant
 
 
 
From: Hoey, Rebecca [mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2011 11:11 AM
To: Sweeney, Pat
Subject: clarification of EAB requirements
 
Greetings from Northwestern College in Iowa (www.nwciowa.edu).  Northwestern, a
private nonprofit liberal arts college with religious affiliation, is developing online courses
and programs and would like to be able to offer those to students located in Wisconsin.  I
have reviewed the information you provided to the State Higher Education Executive
Officers (SHEEO) regarding state authorization, specifically with respect to the exemption
noted from s.38.50 (1)(e) indicating exemption for “Schools, courses of instruction, and
training programs that are approved or licensed and supervised by other state agencies
and boards.”  Northwestern is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North
Central Association of Colleges and Schools.  As well, the mission of Northwestern

http://www.eab.state.wi.us/
mailto:[mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu]
http://www.nwciowa.edu/


College is “engaging students in courageous and faithful learning and living that empowers
them to follow Christ and pursue God’s redeeming work in the world.”  Due to our mission
and affiliation with the Reformed Church of America, we are also exempt based on our
“parochial or denominational character offering courses having a sectarian objective.” 
 
Can we interpret that to mean that we do not need to seek authorization in the state of
Wisconsin, and that we are in effect exempt?  Do we need any type of letter from you
granting authorization or exemption?  Your reply is appreciated. 
 
 

a whole education
for your whole life

rebecca hoey
Director of Online Learning
712-707-7388
rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu

northwestern college
101 7th St. SW

Orange City, IA 51041
www.nwciowa.edu
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Wyoming Department of Education 
Cindy Hill, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Hathaway Building, 2nd Floor, 2300 Capitol Avenue   
Cheyenne WY  82002‐0050   
Phone: (307) 777‐7675 | Fax: (307) 777‐6234 | Website: edu.wyoming.gov   

 

 
 
June 16, 2014 
 
Dr. Rebecca Hoey 
Northwestern College 
101 7th St. SW 
Orange City, IA 51041 
 
 
Dear Dr. Rebecca Hoey: 
 
Thank you for completing the required registration application for accredited postsecondary 
degree granting institutions as required by Wyoming statute (§§ W.S. 21-2-401 through 21-2-
407).  Your institution’s application has been reviewed and approved.  Your institution is 
authorized to offer education services in Wyoming starting July 1, 2014 and expires June 30, 
2015. 
 
In an effort to streamline Wyoming’s approval process, this letter will serve as notification of 
approval.  An official certificate will no longer be sent unless specifically requested by the 
institution.  Schools who submitted registered agent applications will continue to receive agent 
cards. 
 
Additional information relative to Wyoming Private School Licensing may be found at 
http://edu.wyoming.gov/beyond-the-classroom/school-programs/private-school-licensing/. 
 
Should you have any questions or wish to request an official Chapter 30 certificate, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Elaine Marces 
 
Private School Licensing Program Manager 
307-777-6210 
elaine.marces@wyo.gov

http://edu.wyoming.gov/beyond-the-classroom/school-programs/private-school-licensing/�
mailto:elaine.marces@wyo.gov�
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